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H. RAYMOND KING AWARD
AT STAINT CECILIA’S
SUTHERLAND GROVE 2015

As reported by Alan Bone

“I was made most welcome at
St Cecilia’s and it felt good to be a part
of the event. I hope we can continue
to be part of the celebration of
achievement and keep in touch
previous winners. We are building a
network of quality people that may
be can used in the future”............

Alan Bone Trustee and Georgie Bolam
HRK Award Winner

Prize giving at the end of the Summer Term is a uplifting occasion at St Cecilia’s and this year was
no exception; perhaps a little bit quicker and maybe better organised than last year but inspiring
when Colin Quinlan introduced our award, explained where it stems from, who are the Trustees
were. We were in a section of Special Awards after all the Year prizes and followed by the Headmasters Award which closed proceedings.
I was introduced to our winner, Georgina Bolam on stage, I think the school chose well on our behalf. She was described by her mentor as:-

“ a Y13 student, Georgina Bolam, who has been massively involved in school life since Y7, particularly the
Arts and performance side.
She has been heavily involved with musical theatre and singing ever since the Musical Theatre Club or
MTC started here. She is always keen to perform in all our concerts and events and over the years really has
provided us with truly outstanding renditions of a variety of challenging songs from the musical theatre
repertoire. She has been an integral part of our musical theatre development, from small beginnings at the
Royal Festival Hall with Skid Row from Little Shop of Horrors, to perhaps most memorably, taking the leading
role in Guys and Dolls, and then finally to her performing solos and directing and devising the brilliant choreography for our most recent performance of a Wicked medley this year, also at the Royal Festival Hall. She
has always put in 100% to everything she does and is always so positive, helpful to others and always smiling.
The music department would particularly like to thank her for her fabulous dedication and commitment over
the years. She has also worked tirelessly for the Drama department, last year making Nancy’s costume for
‘Oliver!’ and co-running the Year 7 Drama Club. Mrs Fox says that she is a bright, talented student who
also knows the value of hard work. According to Mr Bishop, she has been one of the best prefects we have ever
had, and recently gave up a whole week of her life to film and edit the Year 13 Leavers celebration video.
She has been described as reliable, motivated, with high aspirations, cheerful, personable, a great role model
for peers and younger years, enthusiastic, knowledge, well read, fun, happy or as one member of staff said,
‘she is wonderful’. I’d therefore like to announce this year’s winner of the HRKing Award as Georgie Bolam"
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A VIEW FROM THE SECRETARY - LES HERBERT

Well where do I start! We have had such a busy year and
there is still more to come. First I trust all our readers are well
and still enjoying the information we send out. We must also
take a few moments to remember former Old Wandsworthians who have sadly left us this year:- Sheldon Whitesman,
Barry Smith, Mr Wilf Finbow (Teacher) and Michael Mitchell.
As you know from my report last year the trust was arranging for a new war memorial to be placed back in St Cecilia’s School. I can inform you all that this event did take
place and the Old Wandsworthians War Memorial is now
back on the site of our old school grounds. It is located in the
main corridor of St Cecilia’s School, where everyone can see
it. (We have a full article on page x). Both the Trust and the
WRFC are developing a good relationship with St Cecilia’s
School and I know the current Head Teacher, Niall Gallagher
is a strong supporter and is looking to build on this relationship.

With the world cup taking place this year, it was a good
time for us to hold the Dave Pollard memorial lunch. We chose to hold it when both England &
Wales were playing their last group matches. All I can say is we all had a great time meeting our
old friends again over a nice lunch and a few pints of young’s. We now know that at least all the
home nations got into the next world cup!! The Trust will be going into its 20th year, yes time
flies past! During this time we have always strived to keep the spirit of the Old Wandsworthians
alive. We have supported many individuals with educational activities and ensuring the groups
associated with Old Wandsworthians keep operating. As was announced at the DPML the “Trust”
has donated a total of £212,000 in the following areas:OWMT – Functions/Special events £102,200; Grants £59,000; WRFC £46,400; Choir £4,400

We also announced this year’s winner of the monthly donation scheme, which was won by
Chris Brown, who kindly donated it to the bar for all to enjoy. (Thank you Chris). Whilst the
Trust's finances are in robust health the number of grant applications gets ever bigger and so
please consider joining the £5/month fund raising scheme, where you can win cash prizes. The
money raised will help us support many terrific causes.

We are also going to celebrate this milestone and have arrange a Dinner & Dance, which is taking
place on Saturday 14th May 2016, at the Holiday Inn Kingston West. This is a very special occasion
for the Memorial Trust, although it was officially formed again in 1996, the Memorial Trust has
been in existence since the early 1920s! It was formed to remember those former pupils who gave
their lives for the future generations. Many pupils have been and gone since the two world wars,
so this occasion is also about meeting up again with our old school mates, so please come along.
There are limited numbers so please book early. Details are in this news letter.Finally I would just
like to say, thank you to all of you who are still involved in being part of the Old Wandsworthians
Memorial Trust, whose key role is to keep the spirit alive, spread the word, there are more former
pupils out there. Also remember, if you want to share any information or have some old stories
you want to share, send it to me and we will place it in the next News letter or on our website.
“Oh that reminds me” Personal Information, please send me any updates on contact details, especially if you have an Email Address? Well that is about it from me, so good luck and good health
to you all, have a merry Christmas and a happy new year. Best wishes Les Herbert.
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The 8th July 2015 witnessed a commemorative ceremony for men and boys of Wandsworth Technical School and Grammar School who lost their lives in the two great wars. The original plaques
commemorating the lists of the fallen had been lost when the buildings of the old grammar and
comprehensive schools were demolished to make way for St Cecilia’s Church of England School
and upmarket houses.
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The Old Wandsworthians Memorial represents the living spirit of the old schools and the OW’s
Memorial Trust represents over 600 old boys. Rather than forget the contribution made by Old
Dub’s to the cause of freedom and democracy the Trust Secretary Les Herbert set out to find the
names of all Wandsworthians who were listed on the original plaques. His research was meticulous and over 70 guests witnessed to unveiling of a beautifully crafted bronze plaque bearing 149
names by Lord Richard Dannatt.

The Unveiling followed a heart rending service led by Bishop of Kingston the RT. Reverend Dr
Richard Cheetham ably helped by the Vicar of St Cecilia’s Annie Kurk. Les Herbert led the service
his address ending with a letter that marked to loss of two sons of Wandsworth parentage. The
welcome by the Bishop linked his presence with that of his predecessors at the original unveilings
and the hymns and psalms included an original version of ‘Their Name Shall Live Forever’ was
sung to words written by Mr. Ascher, a teacher of French, for the first unveiling in 1929.
Dr Cheetham and Lord Dannatt gave talks that criss crossed the bounds of both religious and
military matters and Lord Dannatt showed a wealth of character and understanding for men and
women who defend our principles.

The Head Master of Saint Cecilia’s gave an address that brought the role of teacher into being
and noted the friendship that had grown between his school and Wandsworth especially under
H. Raymond King a hero in the Great War and a conveyor of comfort to the families in World War
II. A bond through music was strengthened on the 8th of July with the solo of ‘The Evening Hymn’
(Purcell) by sung by a former pupil of Wandsworth School Adrian Thompson, accompanied by
the former Head of Music of Wandsworth School Glyn Harvey

OW’S Bronzed Memorial Plaque made by Signs of Times, Tebworth, Leighton Buzzard
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Thank you for coming today
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Joshua Bell
Royal Grammar School Guildford

GRANT BENEFICIARIES

Teaching in Cambodia
A Report for the Old Wandsworthians Memorial Trust

It’s 6:11am on a 34oC Sunday morning in Cambodia, twelve 16 and 17 year old teenagers slowly
climb out of their hammocks. Groggy eyed and feeling the effects of the six days of teaching that
have already past, they make their way out of the classrooms turned sleeping quarters. Despite
the fact that school starts at 7:30am there are already a large group of children waiting to be taught.
I was amongst that group of twelve that travelled across the globe to Cambodia with the Royal
Grammar School Guildford. I am currently 16 years old and starting 6th Form/A-Levels in September this year. I am very thankful for the support I received from the Old Wandsworthians Memorial Trust which, together with two years of fund raising efforts, enabled me to go on this life
changing experience.
Cambodia is a relatively small country in Southeast Asia which only forty years ago was under
the rule of one of the most brutal regimes of the 20th century. In the space of four years Pol-Pot
and his associates killed roughly two million people, a quarter of the entire population. Anyone
educated, defined by their profession or simply whether they wore glasses, was killed and everyone else was sent to work impossible hours in the countryside. It is because of this that Cambodia
lacks the fundamental backbone that a country needs; education.
The expedition started in Phnom Penh with three days acclimatisation. In this time, we visited
the Killing Fields and S21 Prison. Witnessing the cruelty that took place here was one thing, however, hearing the sole survivor of S21 talk about his ordeal was truly eye-opening. His key message
of forgiveness above revenge is something which is reflected across the whole country. After a
trip to the Angkor Wat temples, we travelled to Ratanakiri, a remote province in the North East
of the country. From here we travelled to our first school.

School party from the Royal Grammar School Guildford in Cambodia

Tien Kram was set up in 2010 by United World Schools with sponsorship from my school, The
Royal grammar, Guildford. It has grown to a complex of three classrooms and has had a staggering
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effect on the village itself; the child mortality rate has been reduced by 50% and child trafficking
has almost entirely stopped. However, the education still has several shortcomings. Many of the
teachers lack training and the curriculum has no creative subjects. Thus, the subjects we would
be teaching were Art, Music, Individual Logic and Group Logic. The double language barrier
meant that we would have to come up with new and innovative ways of teaching.

The subject I taught was music. Since the children had experienced nothing like it before, we
had the aim of teaching them several simple
songs in English. Despite it being their summer
break, the children turned up in large numbers.
The 6 – 11 year old’s ranged dramatically in ability, however, they picked up the songs very
quickly. The lessons were not the only part of our
teaching. Half an hour of sport, four lessons,
story time, individual skills and a play made up
the timetable. The individual skills varied greatly
from bracelet making to makeshift ten-pin bowling. We wrote and performed two different plays
and, at the end of each one, the children got to
put on the costumes and perform it again with
them in the roles!
When school finished, the children would stay
for several hours afterwards, playing games and
more. Their desire to learn was simply staggering
and made all of us realise how fortunate we are.
We left Tien Kram in high spirits and headed towards our next school, Kmaeng.
Set up only months before our visit, we were
Josh turns teacher
among the first Westerners to travel to Kmaeng
School. It stand on stilts above the ground with the layout being similar to Tien Kram. However,
the children were strikingly different. They were just as keen to learn but in a different way. When
we first arrived, none of them even knew what a high-five was and most were very reserved. Our
biggest challenge was trying
to get them to open up, especially in music where they
had to sing out loud; by the
end of day one we could already notice a huge difference.
The morning after is where
my report began, 6:11am on
the Sunday morning. For us,
the fact that the children were
so keen to get into school was
hugely encouraging. The
highlight of my trip came on
this day when every group
managed to sing through all
the songs.
The smiles and cheers that
came with it will be someVillage school Cambodia visited by Josh Bell
thing I remember for a long
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time. We could also see how our teaching had benefitted in other ways. Near the end of our time
teaching, the translators wanted to try teaching the children a Khmer song and, using the methods
they had watched us use, did so successfully. As we waved goodbye shortly after, some of the
children were crying as they were so sad to see us go.
The remainder of the trip was as jammed packed as the rest. A four day trek in the jungle was
followed by time in Sihanoukville and Phnom Penh. We returned to UK full of stories and as new
people. While we had been teaching the children, we had been learning ourselves. The skills, lessons and attitudes I found in Cambodia will be taken into my future life. For that, I am incredibly
grateful for the grant I received from the Trust.

Alex Sparkes

University of Bath

I’d like to start by thanking the trust for the generous grant I received to help me in the second
year of my studies. I put the money towards a new laptop that I need in all areas of my Physics
degree, even more so now that computer programming is becoming a significant part of the
course. It also lets me catch a game of football or two at the weekend when I’ve convinced myself
I’ve done enough work for a Sunday.
Unlike most courses, I didn’t have any options to choose from this past year as Bath run a course
recognised by the Institute of Physics. This means there are certain topics that have to be covered
over the first two years. Amongst the topics covered were ‘Quantum and Atomic Physics’ which
gave the first real insight into quantum mechanics, one of the most successful theories in science,
and ‘thermal physics’ which gave a classical and statistical view to the behaviour of microscopic
particles.
In second semester we studied ‘Electromagnetism’ which showed us that electricity and magnetism are just two sides of the same coin whilst also conveniently providing us with a theory of
light. One of the stand out lectures of the year, due to its importance in revolutionising physics in
the late 19th century, showed how the speed of light in a vacuum was derived from Maxwell’s
equations.
Away from the academic side, the Physics society which is entirely run by students, ran a trip
to Iceland in the Intersemester break. A group of forty of us from all year groups went and enjoyed
five busy days of sightseeing around the Island as well as
spending a few nights out in Reykjavik. The highlight must
have been our several sightings of the Northern Lights.

Images by Alex Sparkes of the Skogafoss Waterfall set
against a beautiful Icelandic sunset
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Over the past year I have also been lucky enough to catch a few of Bath’s rugby games down at
the Rec when they sell discounted tickets to students. It’s good to be able to go and see some live
sport, especially with the great season Bath had this year.

Francesca Sandman
4th year update
Cardiff University

Thank you all again for your continued support throughout my medical degree.
This last year I have taken a step back from medicine and studied Pharmacology. I spent the year
learning in-depth about the different systems within the body and how different medications can
help or hinder them. It also gave me a chance to further hone my researching skills as I undertook
and wrote my dissertation.
My modules helped me understand the mechanics of cancer and varying heart, neurological and
autoimmune diseases and we spent time being taught the latest research on these subjects. I particularly enjoyed this year as it has taught me to approach medicine in a different way. Rather
than just clinically, what are the symptoms and then the likely diagnosis. But how do those symptoms fit in with the way that disease works? Asking ‘’why does that disease give you a runny
nose?’’ rather than just accepting it. Although medicine did teach me these things early on it always seems more important to learn the symptoms, diagnosis and treatment options. This year
has granted me the opportunity to entirely focus on the mechanisms behind disease at a cellular
level and build a comprehensive bank of knowledge, instead of having a basic understanding.
It must be said that the majority of my year was spent writing my dissertation. It used a large
proportion of my time and not to mention the stress that went hand in hand. However, it was
highly rewarding. I was able to work in the Welsh heart research institute where they study all
things relating to the cardiovascular system. Which include, both the heart and blood vessels that
transport blood around the body.
My dissertation was about blood and the tiny particles that can be released when they are stressed.
For Instance, when they are diseased. My project focused on testing a method of removing these
particles from blood samples to see if it was a worthwhile and more cost effective technique.
These particles are important in relation to cardiovascular disease as they can transport stress signals from one cell to another and transmit these signals. Thus aiding the spread of disease. Therefore, isolating these particles for research can help further our understanding of how these diseases
work and possibly reveal new treatment options for the future.
To conclude, this past year has given me new opportunities in terms of learning techniques and
research. On the other hand, having started back into my fourth year of medicine, I am glad to be
back doing what I really enjoy, hopefully with a little bit more knowledge than before!

Alice Rushmer

University of Gloucestershire.

First of all I would like to thank the Old Wandsworthians Memorial Trust and everyone involved
for the financial support provided for me during my second year at university. I'm currently in
the process of applying for a 12 month placement to take part in before returning back to university to complete my 3rd and final year.

Not only am I over half way to receiving a degree in Marketing, Advertising and Communications but I've also picked up a few life lessons on the way. For example, always carry around
change for the university car park or you will receive a £70 parking fine. It DOES always have to
be Heinz tomato ketchup, because on this occasion, Tesco’s own doesn't quite cut it. And never
forget your door keys, because having an angry house mate answer the door too you, who you've
just woken up from their 3 hour power nap at 4 o'clock in the afternoon, is something worth trying
to avoid. And yes 3 hours does still count as a nap.
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Without the financial support I have received, I would not have been able to purchase vital (and
expensive!) books and academic journals required for me to excel in my chosen degree. The grant
has helped me in all aspects of university life, from providing me with everything from a 10kg
packet of pasta and Tesco's finest gourmet £3 meal deals (which are two vital parts of every students diet) to pens, printer ink and those very expensive and important text books. On the occasional Monday it allows me to attend my favourite event, pound a pint, because after having
applied to 20 plus placements and having no luck, I'm allowed to treat myself, and I can do that
thanks to the help I have been given.
I am quite aware of the financial difficulty some of my fellow students have found themselves
in, so I count myself truly lucky that I've been given such a boost and I'm extremely grateful.

Sarah Cise

Once again thank you to everyone at Wondsworthians!!

University of Bristol

I received a grant in September 2014 to help fund my
year abroad as part of my degree course -French and Italian at the University of Bristol. The grant that I was kindly
given by the Trust helped me to finance extra costs that
this part of my studies entailed such as flights to my year
abroad destinations.
In September 2014 I embarked on what would be a ten
month long adventure when I touched down in my first
destination of study: Venice, Italy.
Here, I was enrolled into the prestigious University of
Venice Ca' Foscari as part of the Erasmus+exchange program. This is a Europewide initiative enabling university
students like me who want to experience other cultures
and languages, to study or work in another European
country.
Throughout my five months in Venice I studied six
modules taught in the Italian language (and luckily manSarah in Venice
aged to pass them all!). However the experience was not
purely academically focused; I immersed myself in Venetian culture, for example by enrolling in
a local dance school and attending classes with Italian students. Through these I improved my
Italian language, and cross-cultural skills, and made international friends for life. One of my highlights would be experiencing a uniquely Venetian phenomenon: the 'Aqua Alta' (high water)
which was common during the month of November. This included an air-raid like siren that
would sound in the middle of the night to warn of impending flooding. The first time that this
happened I had not been given any warning so you can imagine the initial shock and disorientation of hearing this deafening siren in the middle of the night and then having to wade through
the water logged streets to reach my morning lectures! I also had the chance to explore other beautiful cities in northern Italy such as Padua and Verona, which was a truly amazing experience.
After my five months in Venice it was time to say farewell to my new friends and move onto pastures new. Next step: the City of Lights, Paris! I had managed to secure a four-month long internship at a corporate travel agency in Paris called Metropolis DMC. This internship has given me
vital work experience in a professional environment. I greatly improved my French language
skills as I was responsible for answering phones in the office; a very daunting prospect at first but
greatly rewarding. Living in Paris was an amazing experience, enabling me to get to know this
amazing city, including its unrivalled cuisine and culture! Of course Paris is renowned for being
an extremely expensive city so my grant eased the strain of the high cost of living .
After a whirlwind ten months full of new experiences and encounters I returned to the UK in
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July. This September I will be returning to University of Bristol to complete my fourth and final
year of my degree, with the hope to apply for a traineeship at the EU Commission after having
graduated in July 2016. Once again I would like to extend an enormous thank you to the OWMT
for giving me this generous grant .

Antique maps and guidebooks of Paris given to me by my
Grandad (John Totham) - who needsGoogle maps!

Penny Sparkes
London University

Dear Trustee’s - Once again, I would like to thank the Old Wandsworthian’s Memorial Trust for
their generous support, this towards studying my Master’s degree at the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine.
Studying Medical Parasitology at LSHTM has been an extremely rewarding experience. It has
allowed me to build on my experiences from my undergraduate degree as well acquiring a diverse
range of completely new skills and greatly improved confidence with molecular biology techniques. I very much enjoyed my summer research project on Leishmaniasis a neglected tropical
disease, and I feel it has cemented my desire to pursue a career in research.
I particularly enjoyed the field trip to Slapton in Devon which gave my class the opportunity to
collect and analyse faecal blood samples from domestic and wild animals from the surrounding
farms for the presence of parasites. While sifting through animal excrement is not everyone’s immediate idea of fun, the field trip provided me with practical experience of processing samples in
a timely manner, working as part of a team in a lab setting and was a very enjoyable experience.
I am now looking for work as a research assistant and eventually hope to undertake a PhD, ideally in the field of parasite immunology, and work in research into improved diagnostic techniques
or vaccines for parasitic diseases of humans. I feel my Masters at LSHTM has provided me with
a good understanding of the biology of the major human parasites and their vectors, as well as
practical experience in parasitology research through my MSc project, which will be invaluable
to me on my future career path. I thank you again for the support.
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WANDSWORTH SCHOOL CHOIR REUNION – 3RD OCTOBER 2015

The former school choir members return to the former site of Wandsworth School for their annual reunion. A very moving event for many Old Wandsworthians who recall their time at the
school. It was held in the main refectory hall of Saint Cecilia's School in Sutherland Grove. The
event was arranged once again by Ray Pritchard and on behalf of all the choir members; we thank
him for his hard work in making this event happen. The following is a copy of Ray's speech at
the gathering, along with photos of the evening:‘A very warm welcome to you all for this, our thirteenth choir reunion.’

Well, who would have thought that nearly 50 of us who enjoyed so many hours of music making
here in Sutherland Grove, would be back on the same site all these years later. We have a lot to
thank Saint Cecilia’s School for, because without their help and cooperation, particularly Amy
Pearson, the Business Manager and Jonathan Nix, the Catering Manager, it would not have been
possible.
It is interesting to recall that almost 61 years ago to the day; a new music director started his
new job in a classroom which must have been pretty close to where I am standing now! Yes, Room
12. That Director of Music, Russell Burgess, was referred to in a Christmas broadcast by John Rutter back in 2009, as the music director from heaven. What a wonderful tribute to an incredible
man, who we still honour and remember with fondness and gratitude all these years later.
This year, we welcome back Andy Kettle and Martin Saxby, who have not been able to join us
since the first reunion back in 1997! It’s also good to have Johnny Wojciechowski back with us –
most of us haven’t seen him since 2002 - who said he hasn't changed? It's also good to see both
Dan Milne and George Willis with us again.
I would also like to extend a very special welcome to Ian Partridge and his wife Ann, who joined
us last year and it really is a pleasure to see you both here again.
Unfortunately, we cannot stop the progress of time and the years have caught up with a few of
our regulars.

Wandsworth School Choir Reunion at St Cecelia’s Sutherland Grov. 3rd October 2015

Cynthia Phillimore would love to be with us all, but unfortunately cannot travel much now. She
very kindly sent a card wishing us well, which is on show on the table. Nigel Spearing is also unable to attend, as ongoing Alzheimer’s is taking its toll, and as I think I mentioned last year, this
means he is unable to ride his bike – but he is 85!
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As usual, I’ve put on display the messages from all those who have written with their apologies
– about 25 in all.
Plus, I have had phone calls from a few others who also wanted me to pass on their good wishes:
John Bourton; Ted Burden; Iain Coombes; not forgetting Ron Hollis; & Brian Johnston. Sadly,
we lost dear Wilf Finbow back in June and fittingly, there was a very good Wandsworth representation at his funeral.
Soon after his, I heard that Sheldon Whitesman, who only joined us for the first time just last
year, had also died earlier this year.
Twelve months ago, I remember saying a big ‘thank you’ to everyone for making sure that you
replied in good time. What a difference a year makes! Without doubt, due to people not letting
me know until the last minute, this has been the hardest of all 13 events to organise and the guilty
ones will know who they are, so no naming and shaming. Some of you don’t realise how difficult
it is to organise things when you go well beyond deadlines before confirming, and at one point I
had to chase over a dozen people who had said they were coming, but had not confirmed.
Once again, we must not let the evening pass without a big thank you to the Old Wandsworthian’s Memorial Trust for their generous grant for these reunions. Without their support, which
is greatly appreciated, the cost per head would inevitably have to increase and this is now the
eighth year that we have been able to keep the cost at £25 per head.
A year ago, I was very pleased to announce that, with the help of the OWMT’s web manager,
Sean Hart, I had finally managed to set up our own website, devoted entirely to the choir, which
is linked to the OW’s own main site. This is what I said last year:
Obviously, a great deal of memorabilia is duplicated within our own personal collections, but
there will be certain items that only one or two of us possess, so please let me know in the near
future what you have, that you think should be included – it may be the only copy!
Disappointingly, I have not heard a word from anyone! It is our own website and it will only include what we provide. I therefore need your cooperation to keep www.wandsworthschoolchoir.org
as up to date as possible.
I did mention them earlier, but the caterers have done a brilliant job looking after us this evening
and I’m sure we would all like to express our thanks to Jonathan Nix, the Catering Manager and
his team for an excellent meal, plus some cheerful and efficient service. I would also like to thank
Amy Pearson, the Business Manager, who has been more than just helpful – she has gone out of
the way to make us all welcome back ‘home’, which I’m sure we all greatly appreciate.

Attendees 3rd October 2015 – attendance list: Neil Baugh, Graham Day, Keith Eldridge, David
Gibson, Glyn Harvey, Steve Hattersley, Jim Hughes, David Hyde, Jenny Hyde, Trevor Johnson
Chris Jolly, Robin Jones, Andy Kettle, Peter Love, Dan Milne, Pat Morgan, Geoff Park
Ian Partridge, Graham Preston, Ray Pritchard, Martin Saxby, Fred Shaub, Albert (Buz) Shrewsbury,
Andy Smetham, Rob Smith, Juliet Solomon, Mark Stevens, Phil Stoneham, Syd Taylor,
Adrian Thompson, Judy Thompson, John Tobin, Geoff Wake, George Willis, John Wojciechowski,
Ian York
Steve Hattersley;
John Wojciechowski;
Ray Pritchard; Peter Love and
Andy Kettle.
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DAVE POLLARD MEMORIAL LUNCH 2015

On Saturday 10th October over 90 Wandsworthians gathered again at Imber Court to enjoy
The Dave Pollard Memorial Lunch and to watch the Wales vs Australia Rugby World Cup
game.
Les Herbert, the Secretary of the Trust, welcomed everyone and announced that several Old
Wandsworthians had sadly passed away since we last met – Wilf Finbow, Barry Smith, Sheldon
Whitesman and Michael Mitchell. He also thanked Alan Bone for once again making the arrangements for this to take place. Alan sent his apologies for not attending; sadly he was unable to come
along due his wife being ill in Brussels, “Every one wished them well”.
Les highlighted the Dinner Dance in celebration of the Trust’s 20th anniversary which is to be
held in Kingston on Saturday 14 May 2016. Tickets are limited and are being offered at £60 each,
two for one offer at present. The dress code for this key event is strictly Black Tie.
Les also drew the prize draw for those that have signed up for the monthly direct debit fundraising
scheme – Chris Brown (one of the Trustees) was the lucky winner and he donated his winnings
for the good of those present by putting the winnings behind the bar. A very popular decision!
Chris Brown took the opportunity to thank Les for all his hard work in researching and making
the war memorial unveiling so successful, which many present had attended. He also highlighted
the work of the trust and announced that since being formed the Trust had distributed over
£90,000 in grants.
The rugby held less interest than usual which allowed many to have a longer catch up with old
friends and the evening ended after much fun storytelling and laughter. The following photos
show all the Old Wandsworthians and Guest having a great time. Spot the table with a total age
of nearly 800 years and the average age of 77!!

Mick Gover, Les Herbert,
Dave Millen Ian Plummer,
Steve Le-Duc &
Mark Pratt.

Opposite: Tony Watts, Ian
Maclean, Ian Stephenson, John
Totham, Roy Taylor, Peter
Pierce and Tony Attwood.
help make up a table with a
combined age of 770 years!
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WILF FINBOW
8th February 1920 - 2nd June 2015.

OBITUARIES

Wilfred Finbow was born in Wandsworth in 1920, the 4th of five children to
Albert and Augusta. Albert’s occupation was shown as librarian ... Wilf
clearly inherited his love of books. The W of Wilfred was misread as an M,
and his name recorded as Mildred! - Mildred Henry Charles. What a start
in life! ! Wilf may not have known that, but he would have seen the funny
side of it. His early years are a bit of a mystery, but he lived in Wandsworth,
and attended the Henry Thornton School in Clapham Common. He was
until his death the oldest "old boy" of the Old Thorntonians’ Association. He
joined the RAF in 1940 and trained at RAF Uxbridge. He progressed to Sergeant, and became a Parachute Jumping Instructor and is known to have
trained French Foreign Legion Troops in preparation for the civil war that
broke out in Vietnam. After the war Wilf taught PE at Marylebone Grammar
School and he was highly regarded by his students who were strangely well
disciplined! Wilf was much liked and he was a much loved and respected
member of the Old Philogians until he died. He joined Wandsworth School
in 1956 and was held in great respect by thousands of pupils until he retired
in 1982. Wilf was also an Old Wandworthian and attended annual reunions
of the Choir, Rugby Club and Trust until 2014. Wilf met his wife Majorie in
1953 and together they visited many European countries during their marriage and the USA and Canada to mark his retirement. Marjorie died in 2004
and Wilf never really got over her passing. They had no children but Wilf
had 13 nephews and nieces and 30 something great nephews and nieces and
on the day he died his great, great nephew Edward was born. Wilf was also
loved by many people in the Ashted area especially the congregation at St
Giles Church. Many Wandsworthians will never forget him.

This presentation is taken from the Tribute read by Richard Smith and Paul Taylor at St Giles Church, Ashsted on the
23rd June 2015.

The obituaries below to Shel Whitesman and Barrie Smith are written by Peter Eastwood and reflect the lifelong
friendships that exist between pupils of the same intake. Peter has lost two of his closest friends; Shel being his best
man and Barrie with whom he shared a passion for sport. These short essays are personal but Peter has shared his
feelings with all of us, who have been blessed such friendships over several decades.

SHEL WHITESMAN

When Sheldon Geoffrey Whitesman passed away in April 2015, it brought an end to a relationship that had lasted
more than sixty years with never a cross word or disagreement. I met Shel at Wandsworth School and when I was
Head Boy I asked him to look after the Lost Property Office.
At the end of that year he handed over to the School
office an amount of money that astonished them as they had never received anything like that amount before. We
didn’t mention that it also funded a really memorable party at my house in Earlsfield Road! We both became members
of the National Film Theatre in the 50’s and spent many Sundays there satisfying our passion for old black and white
comedy films featuring Harold Lloyd, Charlie Chaplin, Buster Keaton and the like. Holidays with Sheldon to Maison
Gorey in Jersey became legendary! Shel was one of the most laid back characters you could imagine, always ready
with one of his store of awful jokes, many of course Jewish, and always ready to help a friend. I was privileged to
have him as my Best Man at my wedding to Wendy, a task he took very seriously. On our wedding day I remember
the mad drive from Fulham chased by Chris Munton who wanted to decorate our car, before Shel ensured our safe
getaway by trapping Chris in a Southfields alley. Brilliant planning! Shel and I along with Jim Edwell and Tony
Savage comprised the School Fives team for two successful years in the Marchant Cup, and for the last twelve years
the four of us have met as a group with Ron White, Terry Phillps, and Duncan Livingstone for regular lunches and
river trips which gave us even more happy memories of a wonderful character and great friend. Shel also often attended the OW Rugby lunches and indeed was at the Gay Hussar lunch shortly before he passed away. He was a
unique friend to me and we remained in close contact for all the long time I knew him, and I will miss the frequent
long and hilarious phone calls we enjoyed. His passing is without doubt a great loss to many especially his wife
Wendy, and he will be sorely missed but remembered with great affection and a smile.
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BARRIE SMITH
When John Barrie Smith passed away in July 2015, I lost another great friend who I had known for more than sixty
years right from school days at Wandsworth School. Barrie and I shared a passion for sport in general but for rugby
and cricket in particular. He was a fine centre threequarter, an astute captain, and in my early days as a winger I remember many scoring passes that sent me over the line, when we played for the School, OW’s and the Bedouins.
Barrie was a Yorkshireman and as was to be expected played hard and was a fierce competitor. You knew when you
had been tackled by Barrie! Perhaps cricket was his favourite game though and again I played with him many times
for the school and the OW’s. I think cricket was his passion and he always gave everything no matter what. As a
cricketer he was first and foremost a fine off break bowler with his characteristic run up I can still picture today. He
tried to take a wicket with every ball and was constantly setting the batsman problems with his variations of pace,
spin, and length. But he was also a very resolute batsman, not great with scoring shots but always a difficult man to
get out. I remember a game where we lost six wickets very cheaply, but then in came Barrie and for the next hour
and a half the opposition threw everything they could at us but to no avail. Barrie’s batting salvaged draws out of
many seemingly lost games and a not out gave him great satisfaction. He was a keen ballroom dancer which was
how he met his wife Mavis, and I was privileged to be Best Man at their wedding. In later years he took up golf and
I remember playing with him at Tyrells Wood and Betchworth Park. He often came to the OW rugby lunches and
shared our memories together. I have so many great memories of our times playing rugby and cricket together and
will miss him greatly as I know many others will too.

MICHAEL MITCHELL
February 27th 1944 - 5th October 2015.

Michael Peter Mitchell, known to many as Mike, was born on the 27th of February 1944 in Fulham, London, the
son of Les and Christine Mitchell. He grew up alongside sister Peggy and brother Alan. From the age of 11, Mike attended Wandsworth School. He was a keen musician, and played trumpet and trombone at school and continued to
play in various brass bands in London, including the Fulham Brass Band and Watney's Silver Band. Mike is seen in
photo below with some of his school mates including Brian Sawyer & Fred Shaub who are part of our choir group,
playing in a show band. The image was taken in the quadrant of the new school in 1960/61.
After completing secondary education, Mike began training as a teacher at St Mark and St John's Teacher Training
College. Mike went onto lead a very active life, he married Cynthia and had 3 children, Andy, Liz and Hannah. He
had a very happy and contented life with his family and friends. Mike sadly slipped away after losing his fight against
stomach cancer.
We are grateful to Mike’s daughter Liz for informing us about her Dad’s passing. From the photo taken in 1961 it
is obvious that Mike was a true Wandsworthian and we would welcome more information on his band.

Image taken in Quad near main Classroom Block. Front row left to right:
Michael Mitchell, Fred Shaub, can't remember name but known as Taff, David Munden, Brian Sawyer.

Back row left to Right: Unknown, Unknown, Derek Richards, Unknown, Unknown, John Lally (Head Boy),
Unknown, Unknown.
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