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REG PASSES 100

Reg Whellock at the Surprise Inn, Croydon September 2014

Reg was born in 1914 and entered Ruskin School, Croydon in 1926.
Funds were tight during his time at University College London and
earned his keep as the organist and Choirmaster at a church in
Rockmount Road, Upper Norwood. At Wandsworth Reg had 21
teachers, 6 lab assistants and 13 labs/lecture rooms. He is a wonderful
raconteur and my favourite story from a host of tales is the one when
he served in the Royal Navy during WW2. He served for a while on
HMS Chitral protecting Atlantic convoys and remembers when
anchored in a bay in Iceland waking up to see in front of him, HMS
Hood anchored nearby. The Hood was apparently shorthanded and
Reg and five others, were transferred with kit bags and hammocks
aboard the gigantic battleship. There were 1400 men on the Hood who
hadn’t been ashore for weeks. Fortunately for Reg and his mates they
were returned to their own ship before the Hood set sail. He sailed on
with the next convoy, and on Saturday 24th May 1941, Empire Day,
reached Halifax Nova Scotia. The Union Jacks were at half mast as the
Hood went down that morning just three weeks after Reg has
disembarked!

DATES TO REMEMBER.

Reg Whellock was Head of Science
at Wandsworth School from 19571967 before he became Headmaster
of Greenshaw School Croydon. Like
Wandsworth, Greenshaw was a
Comprehensive school and Reg was
a greater supporter of the H. R. King
philosophy of a sound secondary
education for all.
He has a fantastic memory and
remembers that when he joined
Wandsworth he inherited six
sixthformers studying zoology and
botany and that one or two of them
earned pocket money washing
bodies in the Clapham Common
mortuary and three others bottled
and drank beer in the basement of
the Watney, Mann and Paulin
Brewery just off Putney High Street!

SEE PAGE 16

Imber Court is holding May 2nd and October 20th which are the dates of the European Champions
Cup final and England's world cup match against qualifier Uruguay.
We will be in touch.
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WANDSWORTH SCHOOL CHOIR REUNION
4th October 2014
Ray Pritchard

Thanks to some very welcome and greatly appreciated help from Rob Smith and his wife, Kelly, the 2014
choir reunion went ahead as planned. After missing a year in 2013, it was good to get back to normal and
with 43 able to attend, including 35 ex-choristers, the figures were about the same as two years ago.
Bearing in mind that about 30 had sent their apologies, and they have all attended in the past, the
numbers could have been a lot higher, but as often happens, a clash of dates in the diary had its usual
effect.
For the first time, we were able to welcome the Chairman of The Old Wandsworthians Memorial Trust,
Bob Andrews, and his wife, which provided us with an opportunity to offer personal thanks to the
Trustees for their continued generous support for our reunions in the form of a grant, which is obviously
greatly appreciated. Without their help, our events would have to take a completely different format.
As the years move on, it is inevitable that familiar faces start to disappear and this year was no exception.
Having lost Martin Lince in 2012, sadly Mary died in March 2014 and this was only the second reunion
without the Lince family being represented. However, we were fortunate to have them with us for so
long, as Martin reached the age of 97 and Mary did even better, getting to 99.
On a much happier note, we were pleased to welcome one of England’s finest solo tenors, Ian Partridge,
and his wife Ann, to their first reunion. Many of us were able to recall taking part in the televised
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performance of Britten’s Saint Nicolas, filmed in St.Albans Cathedral, with Ian taking the leading part so
distinguishingly.
Health problems prevented a few regulars joining us this year, notably Nigel Spearing and Cynthia
Phillimore. Cornwall was just that bit too far to travel for John Tobin, and Glyn Harvey had hoped to
attend, but unexpected problems following a replacement knee operation prolonged his recovery.
After several years of trying to overcome unforeseen hurdles, the choir now has its own website –
www.wandsworthschoolchoir.org
Although it is only in its early stages, it is up and running and will be linked to the main Old
Wandsworthians site. A huge amount of memorabilia is available and the main task is to ensure that all
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the major historical events that the choir took part in are listed. In order for that to be achieved, it is
important that anyone with anything to contribute makes contact with me at the earliest opportunity,
either by phone (01372 456840) or via e-mail (rayandkathy@talktalk.net). With so many of us having
collected things over the years, there is bound to be duplication, but it’s far better for me to see important
items two or three times, rather than not at all.

The Old Wandsworthians Memorial Trust
GRANT HOLDER
REPORTS

Alex Sparks

University of Bristol

Firstly I’d like to thank the Old Wandsworthians memorial trust for donating the generous grant towards
my study of Physics at the University of Bath. I used the majority of the grant to fund a trip put on by the
physics society to CERN (European Organisation for Nuclear Research) in Geneva. CERN is arguably the
leading centre for both experimental and theoretical physics in the world so it was an opportunity not to
be missed even if it meant two 15 hour coach journeys there and back.
The main experiment at CERN is the Large Hadron Collider (LHC) which is a 27km ring 100m
underground in the outskirts of Geneva with 5 large detectors positioned around the ring. Particles are
accelerated in beams around the ring in opposite directions to near the speed of light and are then collided
together. This release huge amounts of energy from which sub-particles are created. Some of these particles
only existed just after the big band and now in super colliders like the LHC, the Higgs Boson being a
notable example.
At the end of the summer of 2013 the LHC was shut down for upgrade so that it will be able to reach
even higher energies in the future. This meant we were able to go into the chamber to see the CMS detector
(the second largest of the 5 and one of the two that discovered the Higgs Boson) although we were limited
to a very small area in the room that had been deemed not too radioactive for members of the public. Our
guide told us that they’d only been letting people in see the detector since August making us extremely
fortunate. Normally people only see the main hub where all the scientists meet to discuss and analyse the
data from the detectors as well as the building complexes where the detectors are housed.
The detector was staggeringly large. It was 5 storeys high, over 20m long and weighs twice as much as
the Eiffel tower, all in an attempt to detect the trace of the smallest particles in the universe. To move
sections of the detector back and forth they used air pressure like a puck on an air hockey table, it just
requires hundreds of atmospheres of pressure.
It was amazing to visit a place of such scientific importance and to have been so fortunate to get in and
see the detector made the trip one not to forget.
Although we were not in Geneva long enough to properly explore the town we managed to take in Lake
Geneva in the shadow of the Alps and Mont Blanc, as well find the Lord Jim Pub where the price of a pint
was on the cheaper side of completely outrageous. The landlord kindly kept open way past closing on our
last night and even played us a bit of dub-step music that he had composed.

Calum Shields

The University of Sheffield

I would like to thank the Old Wandsworthians Memorial Trust for the grant they kindly provided me
to help cover some of the costs of my fifth year studying Architecture at University. Having moved from

3

the University of Bath to the University of Sheffield to undertake the second part of my architectural
training, the Master of Architecture course, the past year has brought a new experience and challenge.
The studio design work had a focus on the social agenda in architecture, with our main project brief being
to look at strategies to help develop new support systems for Zanzibar, an island off of the coast of East
Africa, as it grows. The individual project I developed was a new sustainable housing scheme which
incorporated ideas such as rainwater collection and harvesting for domestic and irrigation use, and the
innovative use of earth and timber as building materials. The new homes provided space to allow a family
to grow their own fruits and vegetables and thus become more self sufficient, and provision was made in
the design for self build extension of the home so that a family could increase the size of it as and when
they needed to. The design came to fruition through hand drawing and physical model making, and these
were presented at the final year exhibition alongside computer generated images. I was very proud to
have received a prize for my scheme at this exhibition - the Ken Murta prize for best tropical architecture
solution. It seems after five years of study I am finally getting the hang of it!
The costs of studying architecture are high, with money needed for model making materials, printing,
design software, and vital course books to name but a few things. The grant that the Old Wandsworthians
Memorial Trust kindly provided me with therefore proved extremely valuable in helping to cover some
of the costs of these. In September I will move into the sixth and final year of full time education studying
Architecture. The year is likely to be very intense with a number of design projects, reports and essays
throughout the year, however I am looking forward to the challenge and culmination of my architectural
training at university. After this coming year I will begin the final part of the seven year training to become
an Architect - working in a practice and running a real life project from start to finish. It has been a long
journey however the finish line is now in sight and I am looking forward to becoming a fully qualified
Architect.
Once again I would like to thank the Old Wandsworthians Memorial Trust for the grant they kindly
provided me to help with my studies over the past year.

Fredericke Bone

Portsmouth University

Over the past 12 months I have learnt how to juggle Uni social life, my studies with my swimming
teaching, lifeguarding and receptioning jobs. I have learnt how to be independent managing my time,
finances and what to do in a crisis. For an example how to not panic when you cannot find a parking
space at 11 o’clock at night, little tip do not call your father as you will never live it down at home or at
Uni.
I have successfully finished my first year at the University of Portsmouth with a First. I am reading
Business and Management and I have thoroughly enjoyed my course last year from taking an economics
module to creating our own products.
The grant I received from The Wandsworthians Trust allowed me to get the necessities I needed such as
text books (which at degree level are extremely expensive!), washing powder, pots pans, knives, petrol and
food.
Without the support I received from The Wandsworthians Trust I would not have been able to afford
these necessities with my own pay. It gave me a much needed boost at the start of the year which meant
I didn’t need to worry about my finances. Although I quickly learnt that money does in fact not grow on
trees and milk does not just appear in the fridge. Food goes off very quickly as I have learnt many a time
last year and it is not healthy to live off ready meals and lunch meal deals. It definately took me a good
couple of months to get into the swing of a weekly shop, planning my dinners the night before to avoid
frozen meat the next evening, ensuring I have enough milk for breakfast before I go to bed and that it was
always a good idea to have broccoli in the fridge to go with dinner. A Bone family tradition, eating broccoli
with every dinner. Now going into my second year I am living in a house with 8 other people. I know what
you’re thinking “what a mess that house must be”! Just to inform you all, our house is not the typical
student house. We have managed to create and stick to a cleaning roster, which means we do not have mice
in the kitchen or dirty piles of pots and pans on the side however we do have plenty of empty beer bottles
waiting to be taken to the recycling bin.
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I am really looking forward to this year and am striving to achieve another first. I would like to say a big
thank you to The Wandsworthians trust for their financial support.

Harriet Sharp

Kings College London

I am writing to thank you for the grant you provided me with for the academic year of 2013/14. I am a
nursing student studying at Kings College London, training to be a paediatric nurse.
The last year has been incredible but stressful at the same time. I passed all of my academic assignments
which I am very proud of, as well as completing three placements on three different children’s wards. My
first placement as a nursing student was on a general paediatric ward where I was faced with many
challenges and built relationships with children that I will never forget. My second placement was on a
neurological paediatric ward where I was faced with the most emotional challenges to date. At the end of
that placement I could see how much my confidence had grown and felt valued for my hard work and
effort. A particular comment from a parent that will stay with me forever was, ‘ Even when my child was
really poorly Harriet could always bring a smile to her face, the only one that could.’ It was incredibly
rewarding knowing I had made such a difference to a family. My last placement of the year was a renal
ward where I learnt a significant amount about the speciality and had the opportunity to work with children
pre and post transplants who were truly inspirational.
The last year has no doubt been the best year of my life. It has definitely been the most physically and
mentally draining year of my life however it has highlighted to me how much I really want to do this. I
have found it a privilege working with such inspirational patients and their families.
I am so grateful for the money you provided me with. It helped me buy the books I needed to complete my
assignments and a laptop to allow me to work from home. It also allowed me to buy extra uniforms along
with some ‘proper nursing shoes’ because I can assure you after 13 hours on your feet it can be painful! I am
thankful as you made it possible for me to enjoy my 1st year as a student without the stress of finances.
As a second year student I will be completing more assignments, essays and four placements. I also have
the chance to complete a placement at a hospital outside of London known as an elective placement. I have
chosen Birmingham as the hospital as it has an oncology ward where I hope to pursue my career. Along with
a handful of books I need I would be sincerely grateful for the grant to help with this placement. I will be
staying in Birmingham for one month financing my travel and accommodation and would be appreciative
of financial support.
I would like to once again thank you for the money you provided me with helping with my first year as
a nursing student.

Matthew Hardwood

Postgraduate student at King’s College London

In July I graduated from the University of Sheffield with a 2:1 BSc degree in Geography after three years
of study. My dissertation was an important part of my final year at Sheffield and significantly contributed
to my final degree mark. My dissertation was titled ‘A study of the relationship between land use and water
quality in the river Don, South Yorkshire UK’ and looked out at the industrial past of the rivers catchment
influences the condition of the water today. The Old Wandsworthians Memorial Trust Grant was extremely
useful whilst completing my dissertation as it required me to undertake a lot of field work which was quite
costly. After completing the field work and a background study I discovered that the industrial history of
Sheffield and the surrounding region has had a noticeable negative effect on the water quality in the River
Don but remediation efforts have meant that the river is slowly showing signs of improvement. As well as
writing my dissertation I also completed other modules in topics such as planetary geoscience, natural
hazards and cotemporary climate change. My favourite being planetary geoscience which looked at how our
knowledge of the Earth could be applied to other planets in the solar system to understand their
geomorphology, for example comparing volcanoes found on Earth with those on Mars.
As well as my studies at Sheffield I also represented the university rugby club 1st XV for three years. We
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Sheffield University match against Sheffield Hallam. Matthew Hardwood

enjoyed an extremely successful 2014 winning all of our matches in the league finishing a respectable
fourth in our league after a poor start to the season. We then also went on to win our end of season varsity
game against bitter rivals Sheffield Hallam.
In September I started an MSc in Risk Analysis at King’s College London as I have an interest in
undertaking a career in risk and environmental consultancy upon graduating. So far I have found the
course to be extremely interesting and refreshing after three years of geography and I am looking forward
to seeing what else the course entails over the next year. I have also really enjoyed going to university
in central London, I am based at the Strand campus at Kings situated next to Somerset House and my
daily commute offers some spectacular views once I am off the train and am walking from Waterloo
to the campus.
The grant has really helped me during my time at university and I would like to thank the trustees
for their continued support and commitment to the Old Wandsworthians Memorial Trust.

Megan Goacher

Nottingham Trent University

Firstly I would like to thank the Old Wandsworthians Trust fund for providing me with support
throughout my first year of University. The money donated gave me opportunities that I would not have
experienced without it, so thank you very much.
The money that I obtained from the Fund was a great help throughout my first year where I am currently
a student at Nottingham Trent University studying Fashion Management. Within my course I study three
modules with one being design so the money allowed me to buy the required equipment that I needed
such as sketchbooks, sketching pencils and fabric. The money also allowed me to be able to purchase
reading material for my other two modules, which helped me in my seminars and lectures throughout the
year.
The main thing that I used the donated money for was for me to go on an educational trip with my
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university to Paris in last November. Paris is one of fashions capitals so within this trip we were able to
experience the French fashion culture visiting their large department stores such as Au Printemps.
Comp Shops and customer questionnaires were carried out along with us being able to compare aspects
such as visual communications and in store shopping experiences. The knowledge gained from the trip was
then used in various presentations and exams across my course, which then resulted in me getting a 2: 1 in
my first year. The trip also meant that I had the opportunity to get to know people better on my course so
made me feel more comfortable around others and build up my confidence when meeting new people.
Without this money I would not have been able to attend this trip that I feel was very beneficial for my
degree.
I will shortly be going into my 2nd year at Nottingham Trent University and hope this year is just as a
success as my first year was with the help from this grant.

Guy Dixon

Durham University

Many thanks for the grant
you awarded me last year for
my first year at Durham
University as a student in BA
Economics. It was put to good
use and I hope you were
pleased with the outcome and
my report to you.
I have now started my
second year at Durham and
am writing to ask if the Old
Wandsworthians might once
again provide some support to
help me to pursue my sporting
activities during the year.

Guy Dixon Durham University

Your grant last year enabled me to continue my competitive sailing and obtain encouraging results. Sailing
for Royal Thames Yacht Club as one of three Helms, I played a leading part in the team finishing 4th at the
RYA National Team Racing Championships, beating all other University teams. Competing under the same
team, we also finished as Under 21 Eric Twiname winners at the prestigious Wilson Trophy, placing as the
2nd university team. These results have enabled us to put together a 2015 Team Racing World
Championship’s campaign which kicks off in December, with 3 selection weekends before a squad is
announced.
I achieved a 2:1 in my first year studying economics at Durham and am now Dinghy Squad Captain for
Durham University Sailing Club. This role means I am in charge of selecting all the squads and running
training sessions throughout the year. With fresh talent joining the club my aim is to lead Durham to a top
4 finish at the British University Sailing Finals next Easter. With events planned in Oxford, Bristol, Sheffield
and Cambridge; I am looking to both coach and sail Durham to the top of the university standings. Due to
this role and added responsibilities I need to use my old car during the year to assist with transport to and
from both training and events.
This year I have also undertaken the challenge of playing University Hockey for Durham University 4th
Team. My academic, hockey and sailing commitments while living on a student loan means my budgeted
expenditure is sorely stretched. I have attached a summary of additional expenditure for the year’s sailing
commitments to help you understand my situation. If the Trust is able to provide any assistance I would be
most grateful.
........................................................................
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Sarah Brown

Glasgow University

The year just past has been the most interesting and probably the most challenging year of medical
school so far, and for the first time at Glasgow University my main challenges have been academic rather
than health related. I have been recovering well and have not required any more operations through this
academic year which has allowed me to focus on my studies which has been a blessing!
I started the year finishing my clinical placements in the field of general medicine and surgery which
gave me a great overview of the typical presentations that I will be meeting as a junior doctor. I then sat
my 4th year exams which were difficult but went well. The second half of the year was my most enjoyable
at medical school so far and this is because I started my ‘specialty’ blocks. My first block was in Child
health which was a really interesting and fun block. As well as learning a lot about different conditions
that affect children and how to treat them I also spent my time learning to interact with children, which
basically meant spending my days sitting on the floor and playing with them! The next block I got to do
was Obstetrics and Gynaecology. This is my favourite subject in medicine and what I hope to spend my
career doing and this block highlighted why that is! I got to help deliver babies both naturally and
operatively but the most exceptional thing I saw was a baby still in its mother’s womb getting a blood
transfusion.
This is an extremely new and exciting field of maternal medicine as it is treating a person for an illness
before they are even born and something that I find incredible.
The year was completed by finding out I was in the top 10% of my year and that I received the maximum
number of points I could for my application for a job next year. With that exciting news I have now put
in my application to be a Junior Doctor and am now in sight of the final goal that all this hard work has
been for.
Once again I would like to thank the Old Wandsworthians Memorial Trust for all the help they have given
me, not just this year but for every year of my degree and I can’t wait to become even more involved in
the trust and all those that they help, through my working life.

Francesca Sandman

Cardiff University - – third year Medicine - update

First of all I would like to thank you all for the financial aid you have supported me with for the past
year, it has been really helpful to buy the equipment I need for starting the clinical part of my medical
degree.
This year I started placement, it was really nerve wracking at first, going into hospitals, meeting patients
and consultants! But it was a quick learning curve and I learned many skills that I will need throughout
my career as a doctor. I learned how to examine patients and take a detailed history from them to help
come to a diagnosis.
We had 3 blocks of 8 weeks, each to learn a different speciality. My first was GP and general medicine.
I spent 4 weeks in a GP practice which I really enjoyed, and by the end of my 4 weeks I had really got to
grips with talking to patients and making them feel at ease. I learnt how to take blood pressure and how
to take blood for important tests. I then had 4 weeks in general medicine where I was on a gastrointestinal
ward (for patients who have problems with their digestive system, including the pancreas and liver) there
were a lot of patients some of whom were on the ward for the whole 4 weeks I was there and had been
the for a while before that, and some of whom came in as quickly as they left. The patients that were there
for a long time you really got to know well and it gave me my first real sense of how it would be to be a
doctor in a hospital and to see these patients every day, some of whom you can only help make
comfortable. It was really difficult coming to terms with the fact that one of the patients, who I had known
for the whole time I had been on the ward, had died in the night and was no longer there. It is something
that I know doctors experience all the time and I know I will have to experience again and I hope will be
more prepared next time.
We also had a project this year where we were introduced to a patient who has cancer and we follow
them from the start of their treatment until the end of the year and learn about their experience from a
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patient’s side of things. I think that this was a brilliant way to understand the patient’s perspective and it is
something that I think doctors need to do more to really understand what their patients go through.
My second block was on surgery and rheumatology (which is all about joint problems such as arthritis).
I helped in surgery and although I think that it is a very skilled job and I admire those that do it, I missed
the patient contact that I had on the previous block.
My final block was on cardiovascular and respiratory medicine (heart and lung problems). I loved this
block and I only wish I had more time on it. It was difficult though as I had to revise for my exams during
this period too.
This year the exams were a little different, we still had a main written exam on everything we have learnt
over the year but we also had a practical exam, testing us on the examination skills we had developed. There
were ten stations where you had a certain amount of time to demonstrate in front of an examiner on a real
patient or an actor your skills at examining, taking a history and coming to a diagnosis, explaining a
procedure and several other practical skills such as giving an injection or taking blood. It was terrifying. All
is well that ends well though, and I am going into my 4th year where I will be studying pharmacology
before I go back to finish my last two years of my medical degree.
I am really looking forward to it and again, thank you for all your help.

Francesca Sandman relaxing in the Far East during a study break

BUILDING BRIDGES

Since he became a Trustee of the Memorial Trust Fund, much of Chris Brown’s time has been devoted to
forging links with St Cecilia’s School Sutherland Grove. His first contact was somewhat fortuitous and was
linked with rugby which is now a major sport at the School
Our initial contacts with St Cecilia’s (2005) petered out quite quickly but Chris dealt with a new headmaster
and a vibrant group of staff who have developed both sports and scholarship to very, very high standards.
The article below is effectively an insight into the progress made so far based on extracts from minutes,
email trails and documents that provide a clear insight into the real progress and more importantly what we
believe will evolve over the years. Bear in mind that the three major objectives of the initial negotiations
were: the annual award of a H. Raymond King medal, support for the continued development of rugby and
the resiting of the memorial plaques that marked the life sacrifice of 168 pupils of the Wandsworth Technical
Institute and Wandsworth School, Sutherland Grove.
At a meeting on the 6th December 2013 between Alex Bishop (St Cecilia’s sports Head), Chris Brown and
Dick Moody. Dick explained to Alex that in 2005 a representation had been made by a small delegation from
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the Old Wandsworthians Memorial Trust (OWMT) to the then Headmaster about resurrecting the ties
with St Cecilia’s school through various ways associated with mutual interests, but alas no real progress
was made. In turn Alex went on to explain that the current Headmaster Niall Gallagher is very enthusiastic
about the school’s history and is keen to forge ties with the Old Wandsworthians and explore its joint
legacy. After the initial discussion the meeting ran in a very positive fashion with Alex explaining that the
introduction of the proposed H. Raymond King Award was a distinct possibility. We all agreed that it
would be beneficial for all parties to take this contact to the next phase and Alex said that he would speak
to Niall to arrange another meeting in the new year, but overall he thought this meeting was very good
and he could see a real synergistic effect of St Cecilia’s linking up with all things Old Wandsworthians in
essence a Win-Win for us all.
Dick Moody & Chris Brown met with the Headmaster on the 7th February 2014 and from the start he
was very open and enthusiastic about building links between St Cecilia’s Wandsworth and the OWMT.
Niall who hails from Liverpool had been at the school since its inception 11 years ago and explained that
this was a special time as the 1st XV rugby team players will leave school possibly to go on to university
or if work was the option to look for a rugby club hence creating a new line of tradition. The Head
emphasized that whilst he was very proud that a new line of student relationship could develop he also
realised that the previous DNA of the old school was very important in the evolution of the new. Niall used
a footballing analogy to illustrate this by relaying the fact Liverpool play their football on the hallowed
turf of Anfield which was previously owned by Everton, a very important part of the Liverpool legacy.
The February meeting discussed matters concerning;

The Memorial Plaque: Dick mentioned that 2014 marked the centenary of the Great War and it
would be highly appreciated if St Cecilia’s on behalf of the OWMT and as a mark of respect to those
Wandsworthians who fell in world conflicts would allow us to place a memorial plaque somewhere
prominently in view of all students.

H. R. King Award: DM spoke of the life and significance of H.Raymond King who as a previous
Headmaster of Wandsworth school played such an important role in the design of the state school system
we know today. Dick went on to say that a student achievement award bearing his name was high on the
Trust’s list for adoption.

Rugby 1st XV: Chris explained to Niall that the OWMT at its last meeting in January had
sanctioned the allocation of £1000.00 for a donation to the school to help the emerging school rugby teams
with kit as a first step and the HRK award.

A letter received on 18.03.2014 from the headmaster expressed his joy at meeting Chris Brown and Dick
Moody in February and hoped that would be would be the start of a relationship between the Old
Wandsworthians and Saint Cecilia’s that could be developed over the coming years. He thought that our
proposals discussed in our last meeting were very exciting and he confirmed that the:
1. Memorial plaque: could to be mounted in a prominent place in the school building.

2. The H. R. King Award should be a Year 13 trophy defined as The H. Raymond King
‘Achieving Potential’ trophy, with a financial token attached. To be discussed further
with Colin Quinton (Master in Awards).

3. Rugby 1st XV : The Rugby link to be Mr Alex Bishop, Curriculum Team Leader for PE
The Headmaster noted that the link we are establishing is a very good one, which is the key incentive
and priority for both parties.

Subsequently Chris organised a visit to the School for the Trustees on the 7th February 2014. This included
a tour around school and the discussion of topics such as use of school hall & restaurant for events, sports
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St Cecilia’s First XV show off their new tracksuits sponsored by
The Old Wandsworthians Memorial Trust. Designed by Andy Archer

facilities with possible opportunities for mid-week use or training for Old Wandsworthians Rugby Club. Ian
Plummer will be contacting Alex Bishop at their sports department to explore this opportunity further. At
a meeting with staff discussions included an invite for:
The Trustees to attend School Presentation evening from Colin Quinton, who as well as teaching is
responsible for all the events which is held at the school. DM presented the idea of our award to him and
Colin was very supportive of our idea and informed us they may have an award which could be re-named
the H. Raymond King Award. This was an award which was aimed at year 13 students, which covered
specific project work/commitment and progress. We all agreed that this sounded a very good idea and
informed Colin that £200 would be donated for this achievement and will be an annual event. Colin stated
that this will be presented this year at their “Awards Presentation Night” which is being held on the 3rd July
(evening event). He expressed that it would be a great opportunity for all the Trustees to attend the first one.
It was also suggested that we can give a very short presentation about the OWMT and why we are
developing this relationship. Overall we came away feeling very confident that a good relationship will
develop with us and the school. Apart from getting the War Memorials back on the site, both the rugby club
and the choir will now have great opportunities.
On the Presentation evening (03.07.2014) –: Alan Bone, Chris Brown, Les Herbert and Dick Moody
attended the St Cecilia’s Awards Ceremony which was a tribute to School and the host of spirits who once
walked the corridors and grounds on Sutherland Grove. There were hundreds of parents and pupils in a vast
hall and the programme was accompanied by a festival of music and dance. Dick handed the H. Raymond
King award to Sam Busby – per chance Captain 1st XV but more importantly a model student and an
inspiration for younger pupils.
OLD WANDWORTHIANS MEMORIAL TRUST
H. Raymond King Achievement Award

This ‘gift’ is to be awarded to a pupil of St Cecilia’s School, Sutherland Grove who best matches the
principles and aims of the former headmaster of Wandsworth School, who was awarded the DCM, MM
and Croix de Guerre. He was the epitome of courage and leadership and always thought for others.

......................................................................
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Sam Busby – Captain 1st XV and first recipient of HRK award, flanked by Chris Brown, Dick
Moody (Left) and Niall Gallagher, Alan Bone and Les Herbert (right)
Sam said:
“Thank you very much for giving me the award and it was very nice to meet you all last week at
St Cecilia’s. As we discussed, I am hoping to travel to Africa in 2015 to coach rugby for the Tag Rugby
Trust, any contacts or help you can provide would be much appreciated”.

Dick Moody addresses
parents and pupils at
St Cecilia’s Award Ceremony 2014
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FROM LES HERBERT

Hon Secretary Old Wandsworthians Memorial Trust

I trust you are well and depending on the Royal Mail I hope you that will enjoy or have enjoyed the festive
period. I thought I would take this opportunity to mention a few things which I think will be of interest to
you. First though a little reminder, by asking you to send me any changes to your contact details. Especially
if you now have an email address. Please send to me at:- lestina@sky.com
Now as you all know (or not in some cases) the “Trust” has been developing a good relationship with
Saint Cecilia’s Wandsworth School. You will see from this Newsletter that we have sponsored the school
rugby teams and also established a annual H. R. King Award. The benefits of this relationship is also helping
the Rugby Club as there has been several teachers and students from the school playing rugby for
Wandsworth RFC. Ian Plummer has been the key contact for the rugby club and we are sure this will grow.
The “Trust” also had another aim in mind, which was to seek permission to have the WW1 and WW2 war
Memorials reinstated on the site of our old school. Following the closure of the school, and its demolition
in the late 90s both the plaques were either lost or destroyed. The current Head Teacher Niall Gallagher has
now given us his full support and agreed for us to place new plaques in the new school building; they will
be located in the central stairway near the school chapel.
This project has been one of my personal goals and after a lot of investigation and research we now have
the full list of the 149 former pupils who made the ultimate sacrifice. You will see from the Wandsworth
Borough News articles (Pages 14-15) that we now have the information on both WW1 & WW2 memorial
services. I have also managed to obtain the full inscriptions on the original plaques, which means we can
replicate and have new plaques crafted in the coming months. There is still a lot of research to be carried out,
as we want to make contact with former relatives and invite them to a memorial service. We also intend to
send invites out to distinguished guests and as many Old Wandsworthians as possible. This event will be
held next year, probably June/July.
As history shows the Memorial Trust was originally set up back in the 1920s and over the years has
provided, in memory of these young men, a number of memorial tributes, including sports buildings on the
school grounds, a memorial sports ground at Claygate and of course the memorial plaques which were
unveiled as follows:-

World War 1 – Unveiled by the Bishop of Kingston, November 1929 and World
World War 2 – Unveiled by the late Air Chief Marshall Lord Dowding, November 1949.

Finally during my research I have visited the Wandsworth Museum, Wandsworth Library and the Heritage
Office (now located in Lavender Hill). I have had support from the British Library, Wandsworth Council and
several former teachers, who have all provided me with historical school material. “I was quite amazed on
how much there was”!
At the Heritage office, I was given a file belonging to the late H. R. King which contained many letters from
pupils serving in the military forces during the Second World War. I found all the letters interesting, moving
and some very sad!
On a lighter note the Heritage Office has a large number of the old school magazines “The Link” which
gave me some fun reading. I also came across the school punishment record book! Yes they really did exist!
I was looking at the one dated 1960 to 1975 and yes, I found my name on several occasions, receiving 3 or 4
strokes! Oh what a naughty young boy I was! Well I hope you have found my information useful, it is my
intention to try and place some of this historical material onto our website (Before we hand it to the Heritage
office), probably under the heading “Dads Army”. I wish you all a healthy and prosperous 2015; and I look
forward to seeing you at the memorial service.
Kind Regards Les

The Trustees would like to thank Les and Andy Archer for all the work they have done on behalf of the Trust over the last few years or
more. Les has been responsible for revitalising our membership drive and has put in hours of research on a number of projects. Andy is
gifted at graphics and the new designs of the St Cecilia tracksuits and our new ties bear testimony to his contribution to the cause.
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Caption for image above)

Full page image of image of page 7 of the Wandsworth Borough News dated the Friday the 15th of
November 1928. The main image illustrates the bronze plaque unveiled by the Bishop of Kingston in the
main hall of Wandsworth County School to and audience of relatives, friends and old and present boys
of the school. Over 500 boys and Masters fought in the Great War from Wandsworth School and Technical
College, the plaque to serve as a reminder of the sacrifice made by their predecessors to present and
future boys. The school orchestra and choir conducted by Mr H. Physick led the audience in singing the
“Supreme Sacrifice” (Tune: The Supreme Sacrifice - composed by Rev. Dr. Charles Harris (1865-1936),
the words coming from a poem by Sir John Stanhope Arkwright (1872-1954) other versions of the hymn
by Ralph Vaughan-Williams and by Gustav Holst. The Chairman of the Old Wandsworthians
Association Mr A. F. Randall read the roll of Honour.
We are grateful to Les Herbert for his dedicated research related to the discovery of a full list of names
for both World Wars with the image of page 7 from the Borough News is provided by The British Library.
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SPEECH GIVEN BY

AIR CHIEF MARSHAL
LORD DOWDING
GCB, GCVO, CMG

ON THE OCCASION OF THE
UNVEILING OF THE MEMORIAL
PLAQUE TO THE YOUNG MEN OF
WANDSWORTH SCHOOL WHO GAVE
THEIR LIVES IN WORLD WAR II
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Old Wandsworthians Memorial Trust

NEW SILK TIES
and

BOW TIES
for sale
.

£12-50p each including pp
Please send your order, with cheque made
payable to:
Old Wandsworthians Memorial Trust
to:- Les Herbert,
Woodlands
12 St Georges Hill, Lyme Regis
Dorset, DT7 3NT
Designs by Andy Archer

WANDSWORTHIANS RFC
Looking For A Game?

HELP WRFC GROW STRONGER AND STRONGER
contact

Chairman: Paul Cooper - paul.cooper@blaketurner.com
President: Ian Plummer - theplumms@blueyonder.co.uk

Wandsworthians drive forward against Haslemere RFC October 2014 - Image from Bryn Stocker
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