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SPECIAL EDITION

FEATURING REPORTS FROM STUDENTS WHO WERE AWARDED GRANTS IN 2011
FROM THE MEMORIAL TRUST FUND

As the nation dips in an out of recession the challenge to young people entering into higher
education is ever more daunting. The same is true for teenagers blessed with sporting ability who
see the world championships or the Rio Olympics as their goal; or youngsters training for a chosen
profession at college or in industry. Funding is ever more difficult to obtain and the debts associated
with student loans will remain with some of them for many moons to come. The role of the Old
Wandsworthians Memorial Trust remains the same however, with good financial management
aimed at helping future generations to reach their goals. Invariably the grants are relatively small but
they help fund travel, studies and the purchase of books and equipment. The reports featured in this
edition reveal a fantastic range of studies from encounters with cadavers, to excellence in sport and
the joy of travel. For the last 10 years the trust funds have been audited by Angel Vila, and Angel
in cohort with Alan Bone and Roger Holland have managed our investment funds. Sadly Angel has
retired as a Trustee. He is still putting on his bicycle clips and climbing boots but he will be sadly
missed as a ‘guiding’ presence. The Trustees and hopefully hordes of old Dubs will rise and toast
his contribution to our community.

REPLACE ANGEL!

We have a vancancy for a Trustee.

NEW TRUSTEE

If you would like to be considered as a Trustee please write to:
Bob Andrews
Swiss Cottage,
Nower Road,
Dorking,
Surrey. RH4 3BX.

Please note that only postal applications received by the 31st of January 20013 will be considered.

All applications will be acknowledged by telephone so please include your contact number.

If you would like to disccuss the position prior to application please telephone Bob Andrews on 01306 740371.
If you have to leave a message please supply your contact numbers.
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Letters from recipients
of
Old Wandsworthians Memorial Trust Grants
............................................

Francesca Sandman
Studying medicine at Cardiff University, first year update

I have really enjoyed my first year and would like to thank you all for the financial support that you
gave me. This year I studied Human structure, Academic skills and knowledge and understanding.

The first thing we were thrown into was the dissection room to learn anatomy. We worked in small
groups with a cadaver, each taking a turn at dissecting and teaching each other about the bones, nerves
and blood vessels etc. that we were looking at. Cardiff is one of the few universities that still do whole
body dissection which was one of the main reasons that I chose it. I have found dissecting an amazing
learning opportunity as by doing it with my own hands I feel it has prepared me for real life, rather than
learning it from just a book, a model or partial ready prepared pro-sections. It is very difficult sometimes
to know what you are looking at, and it makes you realise that every person’s body is different as although
things are generally in the same area of the body they are not always where the books specify. We were
able to look at other cadavers and discuss unfamiliar features. In the first term we dissected the whole of
the lower body in sections, upper limb, lower limb, back, trunk, thorax, abdomen and pelvis. When we
had finished we had to do a presentation on our cadaver and how they died. Our cadaver had had triple
bypass surgery and had died of congestive heart failure; we went into depth about the causes, symptoms
and treatments of heart failure and were watched by some of our peers and asked questions by our
lecturers on what we were presenting. We also found a secondary problem of tuberculosis of the lungs;
this we were told was not a cause of death, however we still discussed the disease. At the end of it all we
had a ceremony to thank the families of our cadavers and the people that selflessly donated their bodies
to medical science.

Frankie Sandman (left) at Cardiff’s Millennium Stadium
2

Human structure was examined by a session in the dissection room where we had to label exhibits and
then another session where we answered questions about clinical scenarios amongst other things. I was
above the average mark with 73% with 8 people failing.

The academic skills panel was examined by an exam in maths, which was mainly calculating
concentrations, and an English exam where we had to précis an eighteen hundred word medical report
into three hundred words. We also did lab experiments and an essay on health in society which were
marked. I earned 69% overall for this panel with 13 people failing.

The knowledge and understanding panel exams where based on all of the lectures we had received
over the year which was a huge amount, ranging from human physiology and drugs and their actions to
how people and their various problems are affected by the environment. There were four exams, three of
which were on the lectures and one which was based on four clinical scenarios which were given to us
two weeks before the exam. We were expected to research anything related to the scenarios that we were
taught about and also things like the symptoms, causes and treatments of whichever disease was present
in the scenario and how it might affect the person described in relation to their job, age, sex etc. The
average mark for my year for this panel was 59%, with 65 people failing. I received an average of 66%.
The pass mark for all of these exams was 50% and out of the 300 or so people who started the course 86
people failed exams and had to re-sit.
Over the course of the year I have been on seven one day placements in different specialities and in
different hospitals around Wales. These have really broadened my understanding of what is expected of
a person as a doctor and I hope it has made me a better student, in my time off this summer and in my
other holidays this year I have also been gaining more experience in a hospital setting by working as a
healthcare assistant in Winchester hospital, which I have been doing since August 2011.
This year I will have a couple of medic freshers which I will be mentoring and looking after as they go
through the troubles of first year and I hope that I can help them with my knowledge as a second year of
what they need to do.
I am really looking forward to going back to my studies and starting my second year.

Ben Sharp

Second Year Student Studying Languages

I wanted to update you all and tell you about my recent 15 month stint abroad, which serves as an
integral part of my university course. As a student of French, German and Italian, I was obliged to spend
5 months in France, Germany and Italy. While it wasn’t optional, I can’t express vehemently enough
how thoroughly I enjoyed the experience.

The adventure began in June of last year. Having finished my second year exams just days before, I took
the Eurostar to Paris, which was then to become my home for the following five months. My apartment
provided me with an incomparable view of Montmartre and lent itself perfectly to the tone of my stay in
Paris: nestled in a backstreet in the 18th arrondissement, it presented me – through its location alone –
with the social dichotomy that is arguably Paris’ reputable charm. And my apartment was merely the
starting point for daily discoveries that continued until mid October. From Monday to Friday, I worked
as an intern at a magazine that explores fashion, art and design as creative domains and important
industries. In my free time, I explored the City of Light myself, be that through trips to cultural points of
interest or in chatting over glasses of wine. My cultural emersion ensured my security in feeling entirely
at home in the French capital and an unforgettable first leg of my relatively short European
tour.Particularly sad to leave Paris, I then moved onto Hamburg in the north of Germany. This experience
was quite different but offered thus new opportunities. I had taken an internship here as well, but this time
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at a translation agency, which meant a very different work ethic and environment.

Ben’s view of Mont Martre and the Sacre Coeur

I was able to experience a more corporate environment here, as well as improve my German vastly.
The city itself was great: somewhere between very traditionally German and modern European
metropolis. I was also lucky enough to have friends from my university in England also studying or
working in different parts of Germany, which meant numerous weekend trips to catch up with each other
and visit new cities, such as Leipzig, Heidelberg, Lübeck. My stay in Germany was a fantastic chance to
really get to know and understand another culture. And from one to another, which couldn’t have been
more different.

The Rathus or town hall of Hamburg
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After Hamburg, I travelled to Siena in Tuscany, Italy, where I was to study for the second semester of
the academic year at the city’s prestigious university. Italy was entirely different from Germany.

Everything was so very relaxed: la dolce vita. I won’t say I didn’t work at all, but I’ll be honest in
telling that I didn’t work particularly hard. The life of an Erasmus student (Erasmus is the organisation
through which one is able to study at another university within the EU) is very far from taxing. After
working hard full-time in Paris and Hamburg, I saw these five months as a very well earned rest and
made sure to reap the benefits. Siena is one of several beautiful, quaint Tuscan towns and the Erasmus
community was strong, which meant newly founded friendships with various nationalities. Despite my
coming from London, one of the world’s most bubbling melting pots, the circle of friends with whom I
spent time in Siena was to date the most multicultural.

As I look back on the experience in its entirety, it really is this element of multiculturalism that stands
out as the most important. Through travelling to where I travelled and furthermore immersing myself
into the cultures that I came across, I was given such an invaluable opportunity to see the world in such
a way that meant I grew as a person. The main aim of each “stop on the tour” was to improve my level
of language. What I achieved beyond this, however, is far more important for my person. Each individual
that I met had an impact on me; each new culture that I was able to taste will have influenced me
somehow. It really was a once-in-a-lifetime thing, as horrendously clichéd as that is to read.
I would urge anybody with a similar chance to take full advantage of it. The world is wonderfully rich
and has so much to offer each individual that dwells in one of its corners. There is simply so much to see,
to taste, to feel; so many people to meet and so many stories to hear. The money from the trust
undoubtedly helped with what was and almost certainly will always be “the best year of my life”.
My apologies for the slightly clichéd tone of this letter and most sincere thanks for the financial support
that facilitated such a magnificent experience. As I start back at university for my final year, with exams
and workloads already proving exhausting, I wish I could go back and repeat the last year. Again and again
and again..

The Piazza del Campo, the main square, of Siena is a UNESCO World Heritage Site.
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Zoe Plummer

Third Year Student Studying Criminology and Criminal Justice at Portsmouth University

I would like to thank you very much for you grant which helped me through my second year at
Portsmouth University. My second year studying criminology and criminal justice has been challenging
at times but mainly enjoyable and has added valuable learning experiences that I can hopefully put to good
use in my future studies as well as my chosen career path. The units included in my second year have
allowed me to have a more in depth understanding of subjects that were looked at in my first year but with
my new skills of critical thinking and analysis I am able to develop a more mature and well-rounded
approach to essay writing which has helped me to achieve an overall grade of a 2:1. Hopefully with your
support in my third and final year of studying I will be able to maintain this level and graduate with a
degree that I can be proud of.
The insight into crime and policing that my course has provided me with has helped me to have a
successful application for a volunteering role within a Safer Neighbourhood Team within Hampshire
Police which I am currently awaiting a start date for. I am hoping this role will help me in the future
when I start to pursue the path towards my chosen career as well as giving my first-hand experience of
what I have been learning about for the past 2 years.

Not only have the units covered during my second year widened my skills in relation to understanding
criminology and criminal justice they have also enabled me to boost my personal skills such as interacting
with strangers and public speaking through group and individual presentations which involve discussing
and debating topics in a class of around 30 of my peers. Although this was daunting I feel it helped hugely
with my confidence and I now know that I can confidently speak in public and to new people which is a
skill that is useful to have in all aspects of life. I also feel that skills such as these helped me in interview
situations and when dealing with my voluntary application because I had faith in myself and was confident
with the skills I have developed.
My experiences during the past two years have aided me with skills that I feel I would not have been
able to develop so fully had I chosen not to go to university. I know that I have chosen a degree that suits
my interests and will benefit me the most in my future. The support that my course has provided me with
has helped me to use the things I have learnt and the experiences I have had so that I can focus on how I
want to apply them to my life and career after my graduation.

Your help in my third and final year will be greatly appreciated as I move ever closer to graduating and
embarking on my chosen path.

Zoe Dixon

School Student at Techno World Championships Medemblik 2012

Wow what a summer, what an experience! Preparing for the Worlds was pretty challenging for me.
Seven weeks before I was due to go I was taking part in the UKWA Stena Line Cup Series at Mumbles.
The conditions were right up my street. The Saturday had been 25-30 knots with two thirds of the techno
fleet retiring. It was exhilarating and scary blasting around the course! Finishing 2nd girl I had a fabulous
day. Day two of the event proved quite a dramatic event, when a 40 knot gust catapulted me flying through
the air. The next thing I knew was that I had mobilised the rescue crew, ambulance service and lifeboat
men into a spectacular rescue ending the days racing and concluding in an unplanned trip to Moriston
Hospital in lots of pain. Not an experience I would like to repeat in a hurry. I returned home battered black
and blue. Much to my disgust my GP said windsurfing was out of the question for a few weeks and that
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I was heading for the physio. Before I knew it we were packing the car ready to catch the ferry to Hook
of Holland and adventures in Medemblik. The day we left the Physio suggested taping up my back to give
extra support, we dashed around Oxford to buy up supplies of wacky coloured K tape which proved
invaluable.

Arriving in Medemblik at the sailing club it was awesome. Many nationalities all converging to take
part in the 6.8 and 7.8 Techno World Championships. My first trip on the water on the practice day I
jostled with other sailors for space, gaining confidence throughout the day. It was a bit like being at the
Olympics – getting kit measured and an air of excitement and anticipation. My granddad came to help,
he was good at carrying things but not so good at helping to rig my kit! The races were amazing and
memorable. With around 400 competitors taking part in the event it was an organisational challenge to
get us all out and back safely. Even getting to the start line was a long way. There were hi’s and lows.
Irritatingly, in the race with my best start I listened to an Italian medallist not fully understanding her I
followed in Ben Ainsley’s footsteps and did a precautionary 360 penalty turn assuming I had made an
error – sadly I learnt afterwards I was in the right. As the week went on my back became quite sore,
exacerbated by a slightly less dramatic catapult but necessitating assessment and treatment by a Dutch
doctor. Despite the trauma’s and injury I can proudly say I am 29th in the World! A big thank you to the
Old Wandsworthians for helping me get there. I was inspired by meeting the Olympic world champion
Dorian Van Rijsselberge who I had seen beat Nic Dempsey the week before in Weymouth. This
experience has been incredible and I am already planning ahead for next year in Poland ……. minus the
dramatic events!
Thank you all for supporting me.

Zoe Dixon is the grand-daughter of Tony Watts who was skipper of the OW’S RFC for several years.
Tony’s spell as skipper, in the 60’s, coincided with the expansion of the club with 4-5 sides turning out
weekly. Tony currently acts as the ex-officio secretary of the Lags Luncheon Club and is also charged with
the collection and preservation of archival images on behalf of all Old Dubs.

Dorian van Rijsselberghe, Zoe and friends at the World Windsurf Championships 2012.
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Zoe at sea in the World Championships in the Netherlands, 2012.

Matthew Harwood

Second Year Geography Student Sheffield University

I started at University of Sheffield in September 2011 after finishing A-levels. Last year I was able to
use my grant from The Old Wandsworthians Memorial Trust to the benefit of both my academic studies
and my sporting endeavours. I’m currently studying for a BSc degree in Geography which involves a lot
of practical field work, such as trips into the peak district and later this year to Blencathra in the Lake
District and potentially to the Nevada desert in America if I chose to do a module on dry land
geomorphology in my final year. As well as all the exciting stuff the cost of textbooks and other materials
like stationary and printing supplies can mount up over the year and is not always easy to cover which is
one of the reasons that the grant I received was so useful.
This September I started my second year which involves similar practicals and lectures as well as the
week-long trip to Blencathra in the Lake District that I mentioned earlier. So far throughout my time at
University it’s been the practical aspect of my degree that I’ve enjoyed the most so I’m looking forward
to the potential trips. On top of working towards my degree at university I have represented the university
at rugby, playing in the 1st XV both last season and this year. Last season we were very successful coming
second in our league, winning all varsity games against Sheffield Hallam and reaching the semi-finals of
the national cup after only losing three times all season as well as managing to have a great tour to Salou
in Spain. This season we have started unbeaten and are aiming to go one better and win our league.
The Wandsworthians’ grant has helped me in my university rugby career by helping to pay for my
match subs, training kit and other expenses that go with playing and training four times a week. This
year I have also started representing the University Geography Society at football which has been a lot
of fun because it’s a sport I haven’t played much in the past and; I have also enjoyed playing in the intramural leagues against friends from rugby and halls. A lot of the opportunities I got to undertake last year
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Sheffield in the dark strip get their man!

Lakeland topography

may not have been possible without the help of the Wandsworthians Trust so I would also like to use this
opportunity to thank the trustees for their support.
Matt plays second row the the 1st XV and was man of the match against Hull on the 14th of November
2012.

The Trustees are pleased to announce that the 2013

Dave Pollard Memorial Lunch
will take place on March 16th at Imber Court
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Megan Shields

2nd Year Student of Graphic Design at Loughborough University

Thank you very much to the Old Wandsworthians Trust for their valuable contribution to the cost of my 1st
year studying Graphic Design at Loughborough University.

I feel that I have made a strong start to the course. During the year I have developed my graphic design skills
greatly, from having little knowledge of Graphic processes and techniques, to now having much more
confidence in the field. The degree course has definitely been a step up from the art and design foundation
course, which I studied the year before. I am enjoying this course a lot more than expected. After the art
foundation course I was worried that a degree in art and design would not be stimulating enough, but the
course has definitely proved me wrong. The course is challenging as it requires a great amount of self
motivation as the majority of the course are projects which have indistinct briefs. Although this makes the
projects challenging, it allows a great deal of freedom and many of the processes and techniques used in
graphic design have to be found out by myself rather than being ‘spoon-fed’ information. This has meant that
I am now developing my own unique style, which will be needed to stand out in the competitive design world.
I feel this year has made a good basis for the more challenging studies which lie ahead of me.
With thanks to the generous grant I received, I was able to purchase a canon EOS 500D SLR camera which
enabled me to create much higher quality photographic pieces as well as allowing me to photograph my nonphotographic work. This, as well as the costly photographic paper, made it possible to create high quality
images to present in my portfolio and end of year exhibition. To create an exciting portfolio, a large variety
of materials are needed in order to show creativity and confidence. The university does not supply any funding
for these materials so I am very thankful for the help from the trust.
I am greatly looking forward to embarking on my 2nd year of the course as I continue to develop my design
skills. This coming year I will be sampling a wide range of specialisms including corporate identity, editorial
and book design, packaging and information graphics, which will help me to decide on a focused specialism
for my final year.
Many Thanks for helping me through this year.

Calum Shields

Third Year Student of Architecture at the University of Bath

I would like to thank the Old Wandsworthians Trust for their grant which was extremely helpful towards
the costs of my third year studying Architecture at the University of Bath. I am finding the course challenging
but I am thoroughly enjoying it and I am excited about the career prospects ahead of me. Half of the year was
spent in University working on design projects, as well as other units such as History of Architecture and
Built Environment, where we learnt a great deal about the need for sustainability in architecture. During the
first semester we also went on a study trip to Istanbul where we studied the architecture and culture of this
fascinating city. We were also asked to choose our site for the main design project of the year which we were
set when we returned, this was to design a health centre and Hammam (Turkish Bath) for a community within
Istanbul. The study trip was a great experience and having not been to a country like Turkey before I found
learning about the culture very interesting.
I put some of the money towards an SLR camera which proved invaluable throughout the year. It allowed
me to take high quality photographs of our project sites and the many models we were required to produce in
our design projects. These included massing models at very small scales showing our building designs in the
context of the city, and larger models showing our design in more detail, including how the building would
be constructed.
The money was especially useful with the large amount of commuting I had to do on my 6 month placement,
which is incredibly valuable in my study towards becoming an Architect. During the placement I worked on
many residential projects including a number of multi million pound homes. The placement led to me
obtaining my first private commission, which was to design a large porch, a very exciting challenge! I am now
very much looking forward to fourth year.
Thank you very much for your help.
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WANDSWORTH SCHOOL CHOIR REUNION
6th October 2012

It is pleasing to be able to report on another very well supported and successful choir reunion, with a
healthy attendance of 44, including 37 ‘choirboys’. This was the twelfth such event since the very first
one back in 1997 and during that time, a total of 115 former members of the choir have attended on
various occasions. There is obviously a small group of ‘regulars’, who have attended nearly all the events,
and they would probably cancel anything that cropped up on the same day, to make sure that they were
present. However, it is always encouraging to see new faces from time to time and with the total now well
over 100, it is clear that there has been a steady flow of new ‘old’ boys in recent years.

Everyone had a great evening, although as the years progress, we are reaching a point where it is
inevitable that there is an increase in the number of absent friends. This year, the most notable absentee
was Martin Lince, who sadly died in July. The choir was well represented at Martin’s funeral and tributes
revealed that he had been blessed with a number of abilities beyond his natural aptitude for teaching. It
goes without saying that he will be sadly missed.

Fortunately, Martin’s wife, Mary, was able to attend and she seems to shrug off her advancing years with
the greatest of ease – truly an example to us all.

A very tragic story prevented one ‘ever present’ attending. Unfortunately, a loyal choir member was
unable to be with us following a family tragedy when his son-in-law was killed in action in Afghanistan
in August. We hear about our troops losing their lives far too regularly, but this news really did bring it
far too close to home.

Nigel Spearing is a familiar name to everyone, but he was unfortunately missing this year, as the
dementia he has suffered with for a few years had got worse and his wife had explained that it would
probably be best for him to stay at home. The evening is never quite the same without the sight of Nigel
arriving on his bike, none the worse for wear after his 10-mile cycle across London, regardless of the
weather!

Looking back over previous reunions, it struck me that not only had we been gathering to honour the
unique situation we were lucky enough to be part of during Russell’s ‘golden years’, but also the fact that
we were all such really genuine good friends. I think what brought this to mind was that I remembered
that the caterers had remarked on what a wonderful atmosphere there was in the hall and the two previous
caterers we had used had also made similar comments. It is very rewarding to know that while we are all
enjoying ourselves, complete outsiders feel that they can enjoy the evening, despite the fact that they are
working!
As usual, there was grateful acknowledgement of the generous grant provided by the Old
Wandsworthians Memorial Trust. It is greatly appreciated by us all and helps enormously in keeping us
going each year. As is customary at the end of the evening, we had to call ‘time’ on those who hadn’t
noticed how late it was, but of course the main consolation was that we could all meet up again next
year.
Ray Pritchard.

Will Power

Help Us - Help Them!
The Trustees have awarded tens of thousands of pounds, over the years, to grant applications for
help with travel, sport, further education, and charitable causes and we have every intention of continuing to do so for a long time. Whilst we have a fund which is very carefully managed we need to build
on our resources in order to cope with the inevitable increase in demand over the coming years.
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WANDSWORTH SCHOOL CHOIR REUNION
6th October 2012
Images from Kathy Preston

Attendance list

'Cheers!' (l to r) Graham Preston; Chris Lacey; Rob Smith;
Barnaby Jago; Peter Love.

Speech time - and no hecklers!'

Catching up on old times' (l to r) Graham Preston; Maggie Bennett; Michael
Nicholls; Barry O'Shea; Chris Lacey.

John Bourton
Keith Eldridge
Wilf Finbow
David Gibson
Ron Hollis
Jim Hughes
David Hyde
Jenny Hyde
Barnaby Jago
Trevor Johnson
Brian Johnston
Chris Jolly
Chris Lacey
Mary Lince
Peter Love
Pat Morgan
David Munden
John Munden
Michael Nicholls
Barry O’Shea
Anne Painter
Mark Painter
Geoff Park
Graham Preston
Ray Pritchard
Pat Read
Brian Sawyer
Fred Shaub
Andy Smetham
Rob Smith
Juliet Solomon
Mark Stevens
Andy Stonebridge
Geoff Wake
Richard Walmsley
Alan Woods
Ian York
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Albert Martin Lince

(22 October 1914 - 6 July 2012)

Some fortyfive people, including OWs and former colleagues, gathered at Putney Vale on Wednesday
18 July for the funeral of Martin Lince (Wandsworth School staff 1947 -1979). His wife, Mary, had
arranged four brief tributes during the service - Rev Bonni-Belle Pickard (Superintendent Minister,
Surbiton Methodist Circuit), Andy Smetham (Wandsworth School), David Morris (South Place Sunday
Chamber Music Concerts) and their daughter Janet (on behalf of the family). The following is an edited
transcript of Andy Smetham 's three-minute contribution.

“I speak of Martin Lince and Wandsworth School.

Established in 1895 as a grammar school, it expanded
during the late 1950s into one of London's biggest and best
comprehensive schools. I first arrived there in 1959 and
Martin was the first person I met. I was a young student
teacher, sent there on teaching practice. He was to be my
head of department and tutor.

He greeted me with great courtesy and presented me with
well-prepared details of what I would be teaching - and how
I would be teaching it; a list of my classes plus names of the
boys in them; and a pile of textbooks that I would need. He
also gave me a copy of what he called the School Code - a
thirty page white booklet of information to staff on the
school's ethos and administrative structures - it must have
taken months to assemble and would have been a strongly
cohesive force during the early years of the emerging
school. HRK usually referred to it as the Codex: I later
discovered (after I had been offered a teaching post there)
that in the common room it was less reverently known as
A. M. Lince (1914-2012)
the Codex Linceaticus after its author. Martin, of course,
never let on that he had been mainly responsible for writing it and later invariably referred to it by use of
the impersonal 'a code was produced'. But then Martin was like that- when he saw a need he just got on
with doing something about it, often without telling anyone.

The new school was built under tight financial constraints - corridors were narrower than usual and there
was a dearth of administrative spaces and storerooms. Martin had secured himself a quiet classroom on
the top floor. Outside it there was a short length of corridor (some twelve feet long, I suppose) which
ended with a door out onto the roof of the floor below (out of bounds, so rarely used). One September
we all returned from holiday to find that the corridor had been sealed off by a wooden partition with a
door and a lock, all of which bore the hallmarks of Martin's legendary DIY skills. There was a table and
a chair; and books and resource materials piled up on shelving all round the walls. Martin had built
himself a den which few were allowed to enter. As a member of the languages department I was privileged
to have occasional access and to catch a glimpse (when delving for materials at the very back of the
room) of the old door out onto the roof, complete with its push bar and large sign saying Fire Exit, Keep
Clear.

Martin was at Wandsworth for thirty two years and was justly proud of the fact that in all those years
he had never taken a day off for illness. When in 1974 his former student teacher returned to the school
as Head he gave me un stinting support. His contribution to the life and work of the school was
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comprehensive and immense: he was a Principal Master, a Housemaster, Head of Languages, Organising
Secretary to the Common Room. He was involved after school in cricket (regularly umpiring the annual
Staff v 1 st Eleven match), behind the scenes in school plays and presentations, in music (orchestra and
choir - he was a regular attender at the annual choir reunions) and in school journeys abroad. Throughout
his 97 years he remained the embodiment of Chaucer's verray parfait gentil knight.
It was a pleasure to know him and a privilege to work with him”.
Andy Smetham

Tributes to John-Henri Mills
1977 - 2012

A roadside tribute by Peter Brown. A wonderful tribute to an unforgetable Old Dub.

Starting with the message sent out by Bryn Stocker (OW’s RFC) to club members. The tribute from
Andy Carter is copied from a booklet edited by Bryn.

Fellow Wandsworthians

It weighs very heavily upon me to inform you all of the tragic and untimely death of John-Henri Mills
early yesterday morning.

As most of our membership has been aware, John has been fighting cancer for some time now; fighting
it with a bravery and dignity which defies credibility. In all the time his treatment has been ongoing, and
his condition worsening, I have never heard a single word of complaint or self-pity uttered from his lips.

He leaves behind his wife Roni, and his two children Tom and Lili, who have now to face life without
their wonderful husband and father. We too have to now come to terms with life without Millsy. His
humor, craziness, love and generosity will be irreplaceable. His love of The Wandsworthians was
unstinting, his injection of so much of his time, effort and money are testament to that.
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He truly loved this club, as we loved him, and will continue to do so.

In the meantime I can only send our love and sincerest condolences to Ronnie, Tom and Lily, and the
rest of his family. Another family deprived of a quite remarkable human being, way too young, by this
terrible disease. Millsy...we love you my friend and may you rest in eternal peace.
Bryn Stocker

Beautiful words mate spot on. I went to primary school with Millsy and he was in my class at
Wandsworth School where we play played rugby together and represented the our year at school. I found
a photo of the school 1st XV where Terry Mackie was our coach, kipper ties and dodgy hair cuts were
the theme of the day. We left school and were introduced to the old Dubs, we toured Amsterdam still as
colts with the senior club where Millsy left his mark on the old boys with a canal dive that Ronaldo would
have been proud off, nearly catching his death in the cold Easter water. Or when on tour in Bridport when
the Osment brothers bet him a tenner he wouldn't swim in the river. Needless to say he was in like a shot
and ended up struggling to get out. Slipping and sliding, he ending up rolling round in goose shit in just
his boxers. He stood in the next pub looking a bit secondhand and smelling of the country. But stood
there and gained even more plaudits and the reputation grew due to his Mad Millsy moments. In later
years we went our own ways, I never got to meet his wife or two kids. I'm sorry they have lost a father
and husband and we have lost a dear friend. A man who when younger was as mad as cheese, but as he
grew older fitted into the family way. He will be greatly missed.
Here's to our old mate. Peace and love Millsy. RIP mate
Cheers. Andy c

Bryn also posted the following

My candle burns at both ends;
It will not last the night;
But ah, my foes, and oh, my friends—
It gives a lovely light!

Edna St.Vincent Millay

John Henri Mills and Bryn Stocker
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WANDSWORTHIANS’ RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB
2012-2013 SEASON
SURREY 4
#
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Team
Pld
MET POLICE
4
OLD GLYNONIANS 5
WOKING
5
4
HASLEMERE
5
EGHAM
4
3
MERTON
4
1
WANDSWORTHIANS
REEDS WEYBRIDGE
OLD OUNDELIANS 4

W
4
4
0
3
0
0
5
4
0

D
0
0
1
0
1
3
0
0
0

L
0
1
119
2
52
63
1
1
4

F
132
108
85
100
31
67
4
3
30

A
42
53
34
62
21
-4
24
34
75

Diff
90
55
18
38
13
8
117
130
-45

Pts
19
19
15

-93
-96
1

2
2

Action shot during Dubs versus Woking Game on 29th September 2012. (Image B. Stocker)

Trust Fund Applications

Application Forms for grants from the Memorial Trust Fund can be obtained by downloading from our website (see below)
or by post from Les Herbert, Woodlands, St Georges Hill, Lyme Regis, Dorset. DT7 3NT. email: lestina@sky.com. Further
information on the Trust may be obtained from Bob Andrews (Chairman) Swiss Cottage, Nower Road, Dorking, Surrey. RH4

Memorial Trust:www.old-wandsworthians-trust.com

Wandsworthians RFC
http://www.rfu.com/clubs/index.cfm/fuseaction/hm.home/grou_select/1427/page_id/7589.htm
Old Wandsworthians Association. A site managed by: tony_watts@blueyonder.co.uk

Old Wandsworthians :wandsworthians.org.uk is managed by jim.carpenter@wandsworthians.org.uk
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