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Happy New Year
Better Late than Never!

Apologies for the delay in sending out this edition of the Newsletter but as always I plead overwork, old age and age related
fatigue. It is 52 years since I left Wandsworth School but the link (sic) feels as strong as ever! It is natural to cement the bond of friend-
ship with your immediate contemporaries but I believe Wandsworthians share a greater vision handed down from a dedicated staff and
several outstanding headmasters who were informed pioneers in the cause of education for all. Some of you will know that the Trustees
are about to publish a book entitled ‘From Grammar to Comprehensive - Wandsworth School 1947-1965’ . The manuscript was passed
into the care of the Trustees by Nigel Spearing who taught geography along with Doc Solomon but who went on to greater things as the
MP for Acton (1970-1974) and the Newham South (1974-1997).

Nigel originally initiated the concept of a book that documented the tumultuous changes in education in the post-war era. Vividly
Part 1 written by the then headmaster H. Raymond King sets out the perceived need for a comprehensive education for all and the oppor-
tunity for boys and girls of different academic and technical abilities to belong to the same youthful community. There is an obvious pas-
sion in each chapter and it is obvious to me at least that HRK would have been at least knighted if he had lived in modern times. He was
a leader of men in the classic sense and young teachers from different disciplines wanted to teach at our School.

Part II of the book is slightly more formal in terms of its presentation as it deals with the organisation and management of two
schools, a formidable range of subjects and a complex timetable. Teaching at Wandsworth was both innovative and rewarding with the
house, set and tutorial system giving boys a sense of belonging and reward. How often have you met someone from Wandsworth through
work and leisure activities and how long did it take for someone to say I was in Pitt B or Morley A?

Since we took on the task of getting the manuscript into shape, Les Herbert and I on behalf of the Trustees have seen steady but
sometimes frustrating progress from the foolscap, roneoed original to an A4 retyped Word document. Several typists came and went and
the conversion of the Word document to a Quark book project was somewhat foolish considering the input of a professional editor who
thought that the original manuscript was written in a style that had become rather dated since the early sixties. Hopefully we are now
months perhaps weeks away from a final version and a printed text.

The next phase will include the launch of the book and a free cd. A limited number of free printed copies  will be available to
research institutions, libraries and educationalists but the cd will be sent out to all old dubs who have maintained contact.

We will also be printing a booklet of memories of 25-30 Wandsworthians who were at the School, from before the war until it
was closed down (at different times rather than slow developers). This project has also been sponsored by the Trustees and undertaken
by Halina Watts a former beneficiary of our grant system. Halina is now a freelance reporter and when she interviewed Nigel Spearing
recently at the House of Commons, I was very impressed at her skilled approach and search for interesting facts and memories. 

On behalf of the Trustees I would like to thank Alan Bone for organising the Dubs lunch at Imber Court before Christmas and
Ray Pritchard for his report and efforts with regard to the last reunion of the Choir. At Imber Court I briefly spoke about the work of the
Trustees and the amount awarded in small grants. I am proud to me be one of seven folks who are able to help you and yours to achieve
their goals and aspirations - in hard times every little bit helps!

Dick

Trust Fund Applications
Application Forms for grants from the Memorial Trust Fund can be obtained by downloading from our website (see below) or by post
from Les Herbert, Woodlands, St Georges Hill, Lyme Regis,  Dorset. DT7 3NT.  email: lestina@sky.com. Further information on the
Trust may be obtained from Bob Andrews (Chairman) Swiss Cottage, Nower Road, Dorking, Surrey. RH4 3BX. 

Memorial Trust:www.old-wandsworthians-trust.com
Wandsworthians RFC http://www.rfu.com/clubs/index.cfm/fuseaction/hm.home/grou_select/1427/page_id/7589.htm
Old Wandsworthians Association. A site managed by: tony_watts@blueyonder.co.uk
Old Wandsworthians :wandsworthians.org.uk is managed by jim.carpenter@wandsworthians.org.uk

Old Wandsworthian Websites



WANDSWORTH SCHOOL
CHOIR REUNION.

3rd October 2009

I'm pleased to report on another most enjoyable and
successful choir reunion - the eighth that has been held
since 1997. We assembled as usual at St.Paul's
Community Centre, Inner Park Road, SW19, on the first
Saturday in October - the fixed date we now have for our
annual event.

There was a good turn out again this year, with five
'old boys' attending for the first time. In total, there were
44 ex-choir members present, plus a number of 'other
halves', increasing the attendance to 58. The five new
faces came from far and wide, including one all the way
from the USA, who had timed his UK break to enable him
to meet up with some old friends, several of whom he had
not seen for many years! 

Although we had a good attendance, a number of
familiar faces were missing, notably John Lally, a special
close friend of mine, who sadly died soon after our
reunion last year. John was a larger than life character in
every sense and he will be sadly missed. However, there

were happier reasons for other absentees, such as Adrian
Thompson, who was busy with his professional career
singing an operatic tenor role in Holland. Eric Crees
would also have joined us, but he was honouring his posi-
tion as principal trombone at the Royal Opera House in
Covent Garden.

There is always a happy atmosphere at these events
and the hall was again full of laughter and fun. It is a great
tribute to Russell Burgess that despite 30 years having
passed since his untimely death, we all still enjoy meeting
up regularly and remember him with great affection,
recalling what a great influence he had on us all.

As usual, thanks were expressed to the Old
Wandsworthians Memorial Trust for the grant that we
receive. It is greatly appreciated and helps enormously
with the finances required in organising the events.

It is a measure of the success of the reunions that at
our 11pm 'closing time', a small gathering of about a
dozen 'old boys' were enjoying themselves so much that
they had to be reminded that they had homes to go to! The
consolation was that the reunion for next year is already
booked, and we could all look forward to October 2010.

Ray Pritchard.
Received 11th December 2009.

Some aging choristers!
Les West; Geof West; Burgess Warren; Richard Walmsley; Ray Pritchard(kneeling!); Graham
Preston; Michael Nicholls; Mike Coysh; Peter Love and Steve Hattersley.

Attendance list
Kevin Attwell
John Bourton

Jonathan Bourton
Phil Cadman
Chris Cheek
Julian Cheek
Mike Coysh

Peter Eastwood
Keith Eldridge
Wilf Finbow
David Gibson

Steve Hattersley
Ron Hollis
Jim Hughes

Trevor Johnson
Brian Johnston

Chris Jolly
Chris Lacey
Martin Lince
Mary Lince

Richard Long
Peter Love

Tony Mitcham
Pat Morgan

David Munden
John Munden

Michael Nicholls
Barry O'Shea
Geoff Park

Cynthia Phillimore
Graham Preston
Ray Pritchard

Brian Sawyer
Fred Shaub
Andy Smetham
Rob Smith
Nigel Spearing
Mark Stevens

Juliet Solomon
Geoff Wake
Richard Walmsley
Burgess Warren 
Geof West 
Les West 
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Ian Plummer aka Plum.
Born 6th December 1954

I have been married to Sally for 20 years, and we have two
daughters Zoe 18 and Jaymee 13. I now live in
Chessington a few minutes from the
old ground.  
I Lived in Putney and attended
Wandsworth school from 11-18 where
initially I was made to play rugby and
spent about 3 years trying to avoid it.
Eventually I decided it was easier to
play and try and enjoy it, a decision
that was to shape my life.

After leaving school I worked
at Imperial College life science depart-
ment where I stayed about 12 years. At
the same time I and many others
joined Old Wandsworthians RFC and
soon became involved in the social
side of the club which involved drink-
ing lots of beer mainly thanks to Chris
Munton and pals.

I was fortunate to play my early rugby in the lower
sides with many great players such as Bill Forrester and
Derek Finch in various Ian Macleans teams… all happy to
welcome and coach us new players in the art of old boy
rugby.

After a few months I progressed up the sides into
the 1st XV where I have played most of my rugby and car-
ried on learning from other great players like John Totham,
Pete Dutch and Tony Watts and then later with Alan Bone
and Steve Lake. I also played Rugby Netball on Clapham
common in the summer months in the late Micky Browns
team the Old Blues. I managed to blag my way into com-
bined London Old Boys XV for a short lived career 1
game, 1 game lost. 

I left Imperial College in the early 80's to run
Clowns Cocktail Café in Putney with Roger Hayward and
Chris Munton probably the most enjoyable time anyone

could have working for a
living. In the late 80's I left
Clowns and became a
butcher and am now run-
ning my own catering
butcher business supply-
ing restaurants etc. 
Over the years I have

played in just about every
position mainly prop in the
tight and scrum half in the
loose!!! I have held virtu-
ally all positions on the
committee (never treasur-

er!!!) This season I am Pesident and Head Coach.
The club has survived

and stayed virtually the
same over the years. main-
ly thanks to a few people
who against the odds kept
it going, people like
Dennis Norgan, who did
more than his share during
some very difficult times.
We are now seeing the new
generation coming through
still with the club at heart. I
have now virtually finished
playing (one or two games
left I hope). I have men-
tioned some people by

name but there have been too many to name them all.
Some great players, some not so great and some very bad
ones, but all with a place at the Dubs. So to everyone that
I have had and still have the pleasure of knowing thank
you for making the Wandsworthians such a great club.  

Plum is delighted to
hear he has been
picked for OW’s 1st
XV

Plum the warrior!

El Presidente

Dear Trustees
Your money last year went mainly on helping me to get through
my 6 week compulsory work experience. With this I have
worked on such TV shows as 'The Gadget Show' on channel 5.
This was based up in Birmingham, I found it very useful, and it
taught me a lot. Working with gadgets and gizmos all day long
is not the most tedious job! And with the Channel 5 show 'Fifth
Gear' working on the desks next to me there where also very
nice cars and motorbikes also to admire day to day.

After the strenuous weeks of working along side gadgets
and cars, I then headed down to London and worked with The
Discovery Channel. Here I was mainly researching into such
things as the use of ammunition within the UK, and where the
raw materials of paint come from which was not the most excit-
ing of things. Although along side this we also had a crew on
their way out to film a 'Storm Junkie' across the coast of
America. Everyday I was tracking the tornados and seeing how
dangerous it was going to be for our crew and directors who
where on their way over there. I also worked at a Music video
company based in Soho. Here I worked with such artists as
Annie Lennox and N-Dubz. Whilst here I was also involved in a
Ikea promo advert which was filmed closed to home in
Wimbledon. All of these placements proved vital to my course
and I received full A's from all of my reviews within each com-
pany. After doing this work experience, I now cannot wait to
start work within the industry and start making films and TV
programmes of my own.

Travelling up to London and Birmingham instilled a lot
of independence and also now I feel I am ready to start the wor-
rying thought of full time work! 

I hope you can support me in my 3rd and final year.

Jack Clements
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Dear Trustees 2

I am writing to say thank you for your grant it was 
gratefully received and helped me to have a successful first
year at Bournemouth University. 

I have very much enjoyed my first year at University
my experience has been unforgettable carrying out a num-
ber of different activities. I have passed my first year of my
Sports Management degree and I learnt a number of differ-
ent skills which are required in the sports industry. 

Moving away from home for the first time was not
easy but my transition from college to University life was
made easier through playing the sport I love. Playing foot-
ball brought familiarity into my life and gave me the oppor-
tunity to exploit my talent. I settled into the university team
playing the position of centre back, we started the season off
well, winning the majority of our matches. We played
through some poor conditions through heavy rain and very
muddy pitches but we were still able to produce good results
home and away. Our excellent performance resulted in
Bournemouth Ladies becoming league champions for the
first time. The University were very pleased and our efforts
were recognised at the end of year Sports Ball. The team
were ecstatic with the result and have been promoted to the
Western Conference, Women's 2A league where we have
high expectations for the coming season. 

I will be leading the team out onto the pitch as I was
voted Captain by my fellow team members. I was honored
when I was given the captain arm band and I believe I have
the skills and experience to lead in example and produce
some excellent results.I took part in a mixed touch rugby
event, with a team made up of the university rugby players   

and ladies footballers. It was a charity event organ-
ised by sports students, which we managed to win
and take home the cup. In April I went on sports
tour with all the university sports teams, which I
enjoyed the social aspect as well as the sporting
side. We played a number of different universities
which showed us the different levels and stan-
dards. 

I also enjoyed the academic side of my
course where I engaged in the sporting industry
learning about the history and culture of sport, how
companies operate and the marketing of sports
events and products.This has helped me further my
interest in the area and made me more confident that
it is the area where I wish to pursue a career later on
in life. As part of my course I am required to com-
plete a 40 week work placement and I am currently
in the process of searching for my placement which
I carry out in my 3rd year of study. For my work
placement I am very interested in going abroad to
expand my experience and learn how other coun-
tries function in the sporting industry. I will hope-
fully that I will pick up some new skills which I can
bring back to the UK and put in place once I finish
my degree. 

The grant helped me financially last year and
I would wish to apply for an application form for
this current year. 

Many Thanks

Louise Cook

Touch
Rugby
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Old Boys Project Report.
‘Down Memory Lane’
with
Halina Watts

For a budding freelance journalist like me any work is great work. So when the Old Wandsworthians Trust asked me to
interview a number of  old boys and compile an oral record of their years at Wandsworth School, I jumped at the chance.
And what a fascinating project it has been. But before I reveal any OW's darest deeds, I would like to thank the wives
of the all the old boys so far interviewed for their warm hospitality and great lunches. 

Those evacuated to Little Firs during the Second World War, all seemed to have had fun filled adventures, while
those who remained in London enjoyed the drones of doodle-bugs, V2s, eerie air-raids and even scoured the neighbour-
hood collecting shrapnel to indulge their own imaginations. In fact, from what I hear, the war turned school life into an
exhilarating journey through adolescence. Rationing and national service meant those sent off to Woking and Little Firs
were not the most material bunch of lads. Many went there with only the clothes on their back and a bit of encourage-
ment. And it wasn't all conventional success. While some were naturally clever and picked up from where a useless
maths teacher left off, others broke the rules and maximised their fun factor by sneaking out of bounds and exploring
the countryside around.

At the end of the hostilities the evacuees returned to the School in Sutherland Grove and lapped up the fantastic
facilities on offer; a swimming pool, an equipped gymnasium and great classrooms. Of course many of you joined after
the war when night raids and underground shelters had become distant memories. 
Tony Attfield was one of the first Old Boys I interviewed and he kindly took me to see the old school in Sutherland
Grove. It was strange to see a building which once educated a generation of young boys, now hosting other lives through
converted flats and apartments. The imposing building stood tall, as images of my dad as a nervous eleven year old
walking up the long drive to be interviewed by the awesome headmaster, H Raymond King, consumed my mind. 

It's funny how so many lives passed through these grounds, all with different backgrounds, different aspirations
and values but with an overwhelming gratitude for having been there. That has been one of the most interesting aspects
of these interviews. While some excelled in maths or science and others only attended for the fast-paced sports on offer,
the School and masters played a great part in moulding their characters and careers. It seems participation was the ethos
that ran through the school and left its mark on the Old Boys. Maybe this is why although the School is no more the
Wandsworthians spirit has endured for so long, working as a constant tool to reflect about school times and shared expe-
riences.

It was also extremely entertaining to hear about the teachers who influenced your time at school. After several
chats, a pattern began to occur and the likes of the terrifying French teacher Joe Asher put a smile on my face. The traits
of George (Chewy) Elms also popped up frequently. Through each story a colourful picture has been painted of time
well spent. It has been illuminated as a tight community where bullying was minimal and friendships were strong.

Hearing about the raucous rugby Easter Tours spiced things up a bit. A few home truths about my own dad, Tony
Watts were revealed which made me chuckle. Love for the rugby sport permeated most discussions but it was always
acquainted with confessions about the great social side the Old Boys lived out. As the festive season is approaching fast,
one memory I would like to leave you with is Christmas Day sometime in the early sixties. I heard how Bob Hammond
would call on Clem at around 10am for a taster, then on to Murray (Mud) Deards for another drink, then to Dave Snare
followed by my Gran's, then to Twilley Street and all the other old boys in the area, until they arrived at the Lord
Palmerston completely sozzled.

I think this is a great memory, filled with youth, freedom and most importantly great friendship. Hopefully these
interviews will revive such precious moments and the Old Boys vivacious stories can be firmly imprinted in the club's
history book.

From the History of Wandsworth School website sourced from the LINK
1932 Dr. Waite retired after 32 years service as Headmaster. Wandsworthians' Lodge inaugurated. H. Raymond King succeeded Dr. Waite.
House Tutorial and Diligence Systems introduced.
1933 School became the hub of the International Summer Schools' Organisation. Annual interchange of pupils during the summer holiday
periods.
1939 Second World War: School evacuated to Woking, where work was continued in conjunction with Woking Grammar School.
1940 School moved into Little Firs, Woking. Houses amalgamated, due to paucity of numbers, into Morgibbs and Crompitts.
1943 Wartime classes commenced at Sutherland Grove in charge of Mr. Powell.
1945 School Jubilee Year: celebrated by the whole School being together in Sutherland Grove after 6 years of War.
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Memories are made of this.

I had one month left inside when war broke out, the womb that is not Swansea nick! My dad thought that my
crying would deter the Hun and fortunately Neath was saved from the devastation of war that destroyed parts of
Swansea and the coastal area. I do remember a dogfight over the hills to the west of our house and must of been 2-3
when I joined in a cheer as any enemy plane caught fire. In South London however, the war was much more evident
and Wandsworth School was evacuated to the Little Firs at Woking. Some of the younger kids went to Sutton Place and
did not return home for 5-6 years. Woking stands out in the memories of several of the old boys who have been inter-
viewd by Halina (see opposite) , some are in their early eighties and it is essential that their stories are recorded for pos-
terity.

Bob Hammond for example is a great source of information and like Plum now served the club in many ways
being essentially one of the
founding fathers. The images
below need no captions they
are history. 

Senior Boys and Staff

Little Firs
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Bill Forrester
1928-2009

Bill was born at home in Replingham Road, Southfields
on the 14th May 1928.

After attending the local infant and primary school's he
gained entry to Wandsworth Grammar School although,
according to Bill he did not have one lesson at the
Sutherland Grove site, because WW2 had started and the
school was temporarily relocated to Woking.  He was not an
academic, he described himself as more the sporting stu-
dent.  His great passion was to be Rugby Union Football.

On reaching the age of eighteen, he was called up for
National Service and served his two years with the
Northumberland Fusiliers also known as 'the fighting fifth' 

Bill played all his rugby for the Old Wandsworthians,
except for a few seasons with Rosslyn Park, and of course
his mid-week games for The Inland Revenue and Civil
Service.

He played in all of the teams, from the first team down
to the “babes”. The babes were mostly a veteran side, but
new young players were fed into the system through this
team, where they were to learn so much from the older play-
ers. He enjoyed playing with the 'babes' where he could pro-
vide the 'old head', with the youngsters providing the 'legs'. 

He got a lot of pleasure seeing them develop and as their
confidence and expertise grew, seeing them move up to play
in the higher teams.

Bill was very proud of their achievements and felt very
pleased that he was able to give something back to the game
and the club that he loved.  

Bill always played a hard competitive game and the con-
sequence of his enthusiasm for the game, resulted in his
many injuries coming back to haunt him in his later years.
Yet in spite of his discomfort, he would not have missed
those days for anything! 

Rugby was not the only sport he played for OW's.  He
played in a table tennis evening league, Cricket (the social
side), and also Rugby Netball (Old Blues), played at
Clapham Common, organized by Mick Brown. This was a
game played on summer evenings, the main purpose being
to keep Rugby and Football players fit during the summer
months.  I can tell you that Bill suffered more injuries play-
ing this game then he ever did playing rugby!!!

Bill was very fortunate to be in the era when the club
purchased their own ground at Claygate.  Who would have
thought that a few acres of land and a wooden hut would
provide both of us and many others with a social life second
to none.  Of course there was a lot of manual work to be
done, but surrounded by friends, all working for the same
cause it did not seem to be so onerous.

On Sunday's Bill played for the Social Cricket side.

Of course the main object was to give the opposing
team a good game, but somehow the OW's were nearly
always out when batting first in next to no time, and if
the opposition batted first, our team were so exhausted
trying to get them out that they, well in a word, crum-
bled!!!  Which of course left plenty of time to socialize.
Bill's life, like so many others evolved around “The
Club” from attending Monday night selection meeting's,
Table tennis matches, training, helping at various fete's,
donkey derby's etc, there was never a dull moment.

After Bill's playing day's came to an end he was
immensely proud that he was able to witness his son pull
on an OW's shirt, whilst still a school boy and was
always there on the touchline to support him through his
playing day's going through from school boy, county,
district and finally being awarded an England U21 trial.
Bill retired from work and a few years later suffered a
heart attack. He underwent a quadruple by-pass and after
recovering took up the game of bowls. He did not think
much of the game as there did not seem to be much cut
and thrust to the game and he said most people seemed
to be very old!!!. There was one thing Bill did not con-
sider himself to be and that was old.He took up the game
of golf and after winning the “wooden spoon” prize at an
OW's golf day, took lessons and improved, which
enabled him to play  a regular respectable game with
likewise retired OW's.

Bill felt very privileged that he was still able to enjoy
the companionship of his friends, many going back to his
Wandsworth  school days and although through failing
health, he was not able to join them in recent times, he
still had very many happy memories of the times he
spent in their company.

I would like to thank all the people who gave up their
time to pay their last respects to Bill at his funeral. I hope
to see you in the future as Bill's representative.

Pat Forrester
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In Memory Of:

This newsletter was never meant to carry the sad news
of so many Old Dubs skipping over the goal line, but we
have an ever ageing membership and one day someone will
be on his on in a pub, preferably in Wandsworth writing
about his own demise. Ian Plummer has written with feeling
about his first days at the rugby club and the fact that he
played with so many great players! Never forget that we
have had some startling good sides over the years and many
of them owe to guys who are now pensioners plus or have
passed on.

It is particularly poignant therefore that we commemo-
rate the loss of Bill Forrester. Bill was not a big man physi-
cally but he had the speed of thought and the mind essential
to a very good sportsman. He was quite but very determined
when he needed to be and I have fond memories of coming
home from university in Swansea and playing in Bill’s team.

Arrogance is a fault of the young and I learned from Bill
that you prove yourself over the long term and that you
should always respect guys who had played elsewhere at a
higher standard.Bill I and I did not agree on the sale of the
ground in Claygate. I was then Chairman and or Club
Captain and faced with annual invasion by travellers and a
ground that frequently resembled the Somme went for the
sale and the move to New Malden. Bill spoke from the heart
and in memory of those had fallen in the two world wars. I
am sure that the conversion of the old ground to a lush golf
course rings well for him now, especially as golf became
one of his favourite pastimes.

Bill, Harry and Peter Shillingford were postwar heroes
down the club both Harry and Peter are now dead with Peter
being buried a few weeks ago. His wife Thelma was a rugby
wife and Peter helped build the old clubhouse. His story is
set out below, he willed be missed like all our mates.

Peter Shillingford
16 /1 / 1929  - 7/1/ 2010

Peter was born in Southfields, Wandsworth, in 1929.  He
attended West Hill Junior & infants School until 1939.
Having passed his exams he was selected to attend
Wandsworth Grammar School, Sutherland Grove,
Wandsworth.   It was also the month of 1939 that the
Government of the time declared war against Germany.
Following this,  arrangements were made for the evacuation
of children to the country for safe keeping.

Peter was selected to be located in Old Woking, Surrey.
There he attended the local village School on a temporary
basis until a suitable school was found.  He was finally re-
located with one other Wandsworth boy and friend in a
rather grand house called Sutton Place, much to their huge  

delight and sense of fun.  He really enjoyed himself
whilst he was there and remained until he was of school
leaving age of 15 yrs.

Peter  was called up for National Service in 1947 and
was selected as an Instrument Mechanic with the R.A.F.
until his demob in 1949.

I met Peter in 1949 and courted for four years. During
this time,  although Peter never participated in the game
of Rugby he was a  keen supporter of the Old
Wandsworthians.

We married in  Wandsworth  in the January 1953 and
had two lovely daughters. We lost contact with the
Rugby Club for a spell due to young children and Pete's
shift work at Fulham Power Station. However, he did
manage a few days off and the odd weekends along with
other volunteers,  and this was spent in digging the pit for
the Cess tank and the subsequent new club house for the
then newly acquired field in Claygate.

Moving on a few years he agreed to be their First
Aider at home matches and could tell a few stories about
some  awesome injuries encountered.

In latter years contact with the Old Wandsworthians,
has been mainly through the newsletter, and a long stand-
ing friendship with Ted and Reg Sparkes who also have
sadly passed away.

Peter was the younger brother of  Harry Shillingford,
who was an old Wandsworthian rugby player.

P.S. Peter never did get to attend Wandsworth School due
to the war!

Thelma Shillingford

Peter Shillingford
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John Pinnock suffered a massive stroke just a few weeks
after he had been interviewed by Halina Watts for the
Memories Project supported by the Memorial Trust Fund.  A
transcript of his interview is set out below. It gives a won-
derful insight into the reminiscences of an Old
Wandsworthian who has lived life wrapped in the friend-
ships established in his early years. John fights on!

John Pinnock
DOB: 19 July 1943

Date of entry to Wandsworth School: 1954

Early background

“My mother originally was a milliner but when she mar-
ried she packed up work and looked after my sister and
myself. My father was a Lloyd's underwriter up in the city.
It was a private insurance company.

I went to Finlay Street Primary School, Fulham. and
passed the 11 plus. The headmistress put me down for
Emmanuel School at Clapham Junction together  with 4 or
5 others of us because we usually got quite a few in there
from our Primary School. In this particular year they only
took one. It turned out the headmaster had changed and it
was turning into a church school. I didn't get accepted and
my next two choices which were Westminster City and St
Clement Danes were then fully booked so Wandsworth was
my fourth choice. I must admit I'm glad I went there and
didn't get in at Emmanuel.

Beginnings at Wandsworth School

When I arrived at Wandsworth School I didn't see the
playing fields, as they had just started building the new
school. I was in Pitt B the same set as Dick Moody. I have
made a lot of friends through the Old Boys and the Lags
lunches keep you in touch with people. 
 

John and wife Jan in 2006

The worst thing is you recognise the face but you can't
 put a name to it.

When I started it was two years before the compre-
hensive and the new buildings were opened but once
they opened everything was there. Although we had
started off in a grammar section, which changed to a
comprehensive our class was near enough the same. The
new intake went into a comprehensive with an integrat-
ed technical section.

Subjects and Teachers

I was good at maths. I suppose I was studious but I
loved sport and I represented the school at 6 or 7 differ-
ent activities. I finished up at the end being the school
captain for swimming. I did rugby, cricket, football, ath-
letics, swimming, basketball and I think that's it. You had
good masters there -  who were good at the sports as well
and encouraged it.

There was H Raymond (King), Ben Clode who was
the maths master; Aldbury, the French master, little
tubby Joe Ascher,  the French master, George  a
history master who put me off history for life. He just
dictated everything, every lesson was dictation. You just
had to write it into a book while he dictated. And I hated
it and after that I hate history. The job I took up I had to
take the exam on the history of architecture. It took me
six attempts to pass it because I just hated history.

Joe Ascher the short tubby chap was very strict but
he was a really good teacher. I found that with most of
the masters at the school, that once you got to know them
they were fine. Doing sports you got to know them as
more than just teachers. Another one was Russell
Burgess, he was a music teacher. I didn't like music but
they had a fund going to raise money for an organ. But
then I got to know him through cricket and he was a good
master and I got on with him well. The masters’ enthusi-
asm got through to the students and they all wanted to
take part.

One who was very good was an ex MP, Sir Richard
Ackland. He came and he taught maths and he actually
got us through the syllablus a year early. He then taught
us applied maths. He got the whole class through the O'
Level in applied maths in a year, then about 8 of us got
through applied maths at A' level the following year. So
we did the applied maths to A' level in two years. I think
what it was - was every time he made a statement some-
one in the class would say under their breath 'prove it'.
And he did. So you understood right from first principles
how that formula or whatever it was, was arrived at. So
it stuck in your mind as far as I was concerned.

At school the woodwork you were just given some-
thing to do and that was it. They used to give you some-
thing that you could have at the end of it. There's a read-
ing lamp that I made and a book shelf as well. 
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Our woodwork master was Mr Hall.
My sister went to Mayfield. We tried to get a swimming

competition up against them but it didn't work out. I didn't
really mix with the girls at school.

The boys weren't cheeky just your odd bit of banter. Once
I got past O' Level maths and started to do A' Level maths it
was a new world, I couldn't get on with it at all. In fact it was
at O' Level that you got a percentage, you didn't get a grade,
and I had the top mark in the exams in maths at 95%. But A'
level I couldn't get on with it at all, it was a completely dif-
ferent world so I left at the end of one year.

School trips

In the early days I enjoyed practical things like wood-
work, creating things. I did a bit of art; I liked geography
and seeing different parts of the country. I have a horrible
feeling we went to Box Hill or something like that. The only
trips I remember were day trips; one to the Isle of Wight and
one to the Norfolk Broads. One school holiday trip I went on
was to the Olympic Games in Rome. That was an incredible
trip. It was two weeks, we went by train with about a 24
hour journey but we arrived in Rome smack on time. We
stayed in this Covent/school, right in the middle of town. We
had tickets to finals virtually every day we were there. It was
athletics every afternoon, we had finals of basketball, box-
ing, and that was when Mohammed Ali was boxing. I saw
him but I don't remember him. Then there was fencing and
rowing, it was an incredible trip!

Sports

Another master was Cote Bond, he was rather strict but I
got on well with him. That's how I finished up by swimming
because he took the class. I had started swimming when I
was at primary school. The school had very good results in
things like the fencing and cross country. They always came
out at the top in London.

I used to get there (school) early, to play football before
assembly. Morning break it was football again, lunchtime
was football or we'd go and do basketball practice. Then the
afternoon break was football again in the play ground. After
school I came home but when I was at primary school it  was
football all the time, including lunch time. You'd have an
hour's football, then run home have my lunch, run down the
road then catch a lift off the milkman on his horse and cart
and go back to school. We used to play after school as well
when I was at primary school.

I turned to rugby when I went to Wandsworth. Rugby was
quite amusing because it was the religion master who taught
us the rules. ‘Dai’ Evans, taught RI but we turned it from
Religious Instruction to Rugby Instruction.. That was when
I first started the playing the game. It was the only winter
sport. They didn't do football in winter and it was only in my
last year that one of the boys managed to persuade the PE

masters into entering the London grammar schools 5
aside competition. The boy got 6 or 7 boys that he saw in
the playground together. Then we went into this compe-
tition and got through to the semi final - the group that
won was the top school for football in London, so I hate
to admit it but I was the first one to play in a football
competition for Wandsworth school.

With rugby you just played different schools each
week, there was no competition to get medals, you just
had a record at the end of the season as to show well you
had done. It always seemed to be the under 15s team  that
came out as best each year. We were beaten once one
year as was Emmanuel, so our master tried to organise a
match to see who was best but they refused us.

There was one match where we had to go to the other
side of London. We got lost and we finished up having to
play a quarter of an hour each way and we won that
match 30 points to nil. We refused to take the conversion
because it was taking up too much time. I remember
another time we played in six inches of snow and it was
a bit nippy. Most of the games were played down at
Beverley Meads on the Kingston Bypass because there
were no playing fields at the school. It was a  way of get-
ting some exercise and having fun.

In the last year that I was there, the district relay
swimming team had 6 members, Wandsworth provided 5
of the swimmers. Even though I was the captain I was
the slowest. They formed a medley team with each per-
son doing a different stroke. We were the slowest but
when we got to the final we won and that was a big
achievement.

Facilities at Wandsworth School

The building was very good. I'm glad I went there,
it gave you a chance to do whatever you wanted to do,
and virtually everything was catered for. Sports wise it
was unfortunate that there was no playing fields but then
they bussed you out for rugby to Beverley Meads,
we had their own swimming pool and the new
gymnasium was tremendous. Sport wise the school
was well catered for and it had some good masters to
look after the sports. I cycled to school everyday for five
years. 2.8 miles because I didn't quite qualify for the free
bus pass.

In terms of Extra-curricular activities I was in the local
scouts and local youth club. Swimming took up every
Saturday morning in primary school and that swapped to
rugby in secondary school. I don't know how I did school
work. As soon as I got home I was told to get on with my
homework and I just did it. I passed 6 O' Levels and 1 A'
level. The A' Level was applied maths, and for O' Level I
did applied maths, pure maths, English, French, geogra-
phy and art.
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the night before. The first team were all tucked up in bed,
so they beat us at the game. Then we went to Cardiff for
the international, and after the match we went to a pub
somewhere in town with the Cimla boys. When the pub
closed they said we should all go back to the hotel as the
bar there would still be open. So we went back there, and
I remember at one stage I thought I've had enough, I'll go
to bed, I'll get a bit of fresh air first, and when I saw the
pavement zig zagging, I thought I gotta get back!
Fortunately I had a room to myself, so I got the key and
went to my room, I remember waking up and thinking I
better put the lock on, because if they see I'm missing,
they'll come and get me. So I put the bolt on and looked
at my watch, and it was six in the morning, so I must
have crashed out as soon as I hit the bed. That was about
the only riotous thing I ever got involved in.

Best Players

Bill Forrester. He was my captain in the first year I
started with the Old Boys and he was all for open rugby.
I learnt about Old Boys rugby from him. He and Murray
Deards were the two the I started under. That was good
and it was in the second team so the results weren't as
important as the first team - because it was the first team
that was always in the paper. In the second team you
played to enjoy the game and that was what Bill and
Murray's sort of philosophy was.

Other people shone in different ways. Dave Millen,
he was our fastest winger but he had a nasty accident. I
was actually playing in that game. He was tackled and he
turned to try and break out of the tackle and put his knee
out. People went over and as I approached I saw all his
knee out and I just turned and walked the other way. Of
course, as they picked him up to put him on the stretch-
er his knee clicked back in place, I think that is possibly
what damaged his knee, he never played again. He
was known as the flyer, we sometimes played in 6 inch-
es of water and he used to fly over of it!

Friends and the Old Boys

Thinking back although you got on well with people, I
didn't really manage to carry it on afterwards. It was really
an uncle of mine who suggested I join the old boys. When I
left school I started work straight away and was doing part
time study and my uncle suggested that I did something so
that I'd got a break from working all the time. He suggested
that the old boys might be a way of giving me that break.
When I joined and saw that it was an annual fee of 10
shillings a year or you could have a life membership for £5.
I thought that's 10 fifty pence, I won't be with the Old Boys
for ten years. But I went on to play rugby with them for 20.
It gave me a break from studying and now I've made so
many friends from the old boys that I was glad I did it.

I started at the Old Boys in 1960 when the ground was
officially opened in Woodstock Lane. I actually played for
the school because they were short that day and then I start-
ed playing for the Old Boys. Of course they had the
Pavilion; I never went through the hardship of having to
wash in a cold bath. I was on the ground committee for a few
years, it involved clearing ditches, cutting grass and looking
after the Pavilion. It was a nice setting but it was the fact if
we did have heavy rain it would have to be cancelled. They
did have another pitch in Hampton Park and it was com-
pletely different, if it rained it was fine to still play, it just
drained away.

There was one season where we lost the first three games
of the season then we won every one after that. I'm not sure
if your dad was captain that year or if it was Tony Berry, but
it was a good season. I only played for about a year in the
first team, and then I stayed in the second and third team.

I went on several Easter tours. Two were in Brussels and
one was in France. They were good fun. The first one in
Brussels we went to and we won the competition, I think
Dick Moody organised that one. But because we won it we
had to go back the following year to defend it and take the
cup back. We took 15 players only, but I'm not sure if we
won it or if we got through to the finals again. I think we got
to the final because we said we don't want to win it, because
we don't want to come back a third time. It was great fun and
you meet people.

You've got the eccentric Old Boys like Chris Munton. But
it's all a good crowd and a very friendly crowd. I wasn't one
to be riotous, so if anything like that occurred I stayed clear
of it. One thing I do remember clearly was when we went to
Wales; for an England- Wales international and a game
against a local side. Dick Moody had arranged this trip -
down there, and we went by coach to Neath and arrived late
afternoon. We got to the hotel and the opposition - Cimla
RFC said come and have a drink. So on the Friday evening
we were supposedly drinking with the opposition, but when
we went to play a match on Saturday morning we didn't
recognise any of the opposition because it was obvious
 - the second team that had been drinking with us!

John, Roger Mance and Howard Clark
at Roger’s wedding in 2006
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WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

Chris Langham

Having been medically discharged from the police in
1996, Wendy & I moved from Surrey to Sussex and then
on to Somerset where for the past six years we have
divided our time between here & France. From April to
September we stay in our renovated barn, just south of
Poitiers. The barn has been a never ending DIY project
which is almost complete; meaning we have more time
for swimming, cycling & walking and sharing the com-
pany with old friends & family who visit. The
McClures' & Wrens' have enjoyed a few evenings sam-
pling the food & wine and exaggerating our exploits of
more energetic times.

Our 3 children are spread between Chester, North
London & Sydney, where we attended our son’s wed-
ding in Feb 2009,where he now lives.

It was so good to see all the old team mates at the
"Lags" do and put names to faces again as now being my
60th year it helped refresh the memory.

If you are travelling south through France don't hes-
itate to stop over and grab a bed & a glass or two. You
will be most welcome.

Your dad (Tony Watts) knew how to play referees, he
would try something and if he got away with it, he thought
that's alright, the referee doesn't play that so I'll keep it up.
Tom Boucher they always said he had bad eyesight and he
wanted a bell put in the ball so he knew where the ball was.

In my time there was nobody really outstanding it was just
a good team, a great team spirit. I think that's why we went
through that long period of being undefeated because the
same group of people were kept together all the time and we
managed to avoid injuries.

I played for 20 years until I was 38. I hate to think of it
but that's 30 years ago. One bad injury I had was when I
broke my arm. I was working in an office where there was
only three of us and I couldn't hold a pencil. As I was in an
office where you had to write and draw I had to think about
giving rugby up. Fortunately it was the last game of the sea-
son! When you look at it now, I'm glad I'm not playing now.
When you were young you were always told to play a sport
and when you get to middle age you suddenly have all the
aches and pains. At Ian Maclean's 70th birthday a lot of the
Old Boys were there and they were all complaining of the
different operations they had had. If you had a hip replace-
ment, which one it  was, whether it was first, second or third. 

Post school

I went into Architecture and got a job in an office and they
gave me a day off a week. So I did a part time course where
I did 3 nights and a day a week. It should have been a six
year course but it took me 8 or 9 before I was qualified. I had
an interest in buildings. My mum thought that that it was
due to the nearby bombsite where 8 houses were destroyed.
When they started re building, she knew if I was missing
I'd be down there watching what was going on. She'd
find me possibly dragging a spade to help them build the
houses, I was only 4 or 5 then. She dragged me back and I'd
get my bricks out and start building the same lay out that
they had. She said that possibly that got me interested
in architecture. When I left school - because I was good at
maths, I was toying with doing quantity surveying which is
essentially figures. I managed to get a day out with a quan-
tity surveyor on a building site, then after that I thought I
don't wanna do that. So that's why I went back to the archi-
tecture.”

Personal Memories of Wandsworth School

This project will draw to a close in the Spring of 2010. By
then we will have carried out interviews with almost 30 for-
mer pupils who graduated from Sutherland Grove.
Hopefully, we will be in a position where we can publish the
book From Grammar to Comprehensive and give all those
on our mailing list a cd with both book and ‘Memories’. We
will endeavour to do this at a well-know hostelry in
Wandsworth. Details to come!
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Rod Pooley

Rod Pooley or ‘Flash’ as he was known for his dazzling
speed as open-side wing forward has been seriously ill
on several occasions over the last decade but he is still
willing to take on anyone in a discussion mainly on pol-
itics or the evils of mankind on mankind. Rod and Beryl
still live in Surbiton and I try to visit them whenever my
erratic timetable allows. Over Christmas, Rod was sub-
ject to forty or fifty procedures to keep him ticking over.
But as he was my best man I suspect his courage and
determination will as always see him in good stead. 



OLD WANDSWORTHIANS WEBSITE

As editor of this Newsletter I am often driven elsewhere to
find text and images that will fill the extra page or provide a
block of test. The Old Wandsworthians History Site written
and presented by John Joiner (1953-1960) is a source of
many interesting facts and images. It logs the history of the
school from 1895 to 1957 and details school life  during
John’s time as a pupil.I particularly like the photograph of
the 1960 prefects which is reproduced below.
It provides images of Rod Pooley, Paul
Gillingham and Dave Holditch Norman
Ratcliffe and John cousins, five guys who
followed me to Swansea University in
1961. It also shows David ‘Jake’
Stewardson who died aged 29 on the 9th
of September 1971; attempting to defuse
bomb at Castlerobin Orange Hall,
Drumankelly, near Lisburn, County Antrim.

Jake was a captain  serving with the 21 Explosive
Ordnance Disposal Company, Royal Army Ordnance Corps.
A commemorative stone is the Felix Memorial Garden,
Thiepval Barracks, Lisburn, Co. Antrim.

Norman Ratcliffe graduated
from Swansea in 1964 and
obtain his PhD (1967) and DSc
(1985) from the same institute.
He is now Professor of Zoology
there as well as a Senior
Research Fellow at the Oswaldo
Cruz Research Institute in Rio de
Janeiro, Brazil. Dave Holditch is
also a zoologist and a specialist
in crayfish.       

THE SCHOOL HYMN
"Foundation" 

Nisi Dominus Frustra.
Words:  J. ASCHER 

Music:  A. R. CHART-LEIGH

Father, hallow this our dwelling, 
Firmly founded, fashioned fair; 

Vain its strength and vain its splendour 
If Thy Spirit come not there. 

Hallow, Lord, our hearts to serve Thee, 
Make us worthy of this place; 

Brotherhood and friendship faultless 
Bind us here in close embrace.

Father, mould our minds receptive, 
Kind in judgment, slow to chide; 

Vain our thoughts and vain our learning, 
If our souls be flushed with pride. 
Open, Lord, Thy scroll before us. 

Radiant with Thy living lore, 
Wisdom won by saint and scholar 

Truth enduring evermore.
Father, bless our lives with beauty, 
Hand and brain in skill combine; 
Vain our art and vain our vigour 

If we heed not Thy design. 
Grant us, Lord, the crown of courage, 
Strength to strive, till discord cease. 

Dedicate this house to manhood, 
Us, Thy ministers of peace.

(Composed for the opening of the old building in 1927)

School Prefects
1960

‘Jake’

FELIX
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EVENTS

TUESDAYS: Training from 19:00 to 21:00. Join us for a couple
of drinks after.

MOST SATURDAYS: Games, either home or away. 

SATURDAY 17th APRIL 2010: Club game, AGM and Vote
Count. More details to follow.

7th-9th MAY 2010: Budapest Tour 2010 - Building the Rugby
Community. Click here for more details. Flight bookings have
been made but if you would like to join the 31 tourists con-
tact Millsy if you want to go.

SATURDAY 22nd MAY 2010

Dinner Dance.

Reunion Melbourne 2009

Stranger
Than
Fiction

The two images below were copied from the site of our asso-
ciate club the Wandsworth Demons. Strangely their reunion
took place in Melbourne and they bring sunshine to Clapham
Common when they turn out to play Aussie Rules. What
next!

The Wandsworthians Rugby Club web site
has been relocated to
http://www.wandsworthians.com
The site is very professional and is packed
with upto date match reports and excellent
images. Well worth a visit.The two images
below  are from the 2009 tour at Bridport and
the game against Reigate.
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Important: Please inform us as to your links with Wandsworth School (ie Former Student,
Member of Staff, Relative, Past Member OWRFC, Past or Present Member of Wandsworthians
RFC (Application must be supported by the Wandsworthians RFC Committee)).
................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................

Your Current Status: (eg. Student, Graduate, Postgraduate, Project Leader, Fund Raiser)
................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................

Purpose of Application:
................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................

Old Wandsworthians Memorial Trust
(Founded 1996)

Grant Application Form

Name of Applicant:.......................................................................................Date of Birth:.................

Address:..................................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................................

Post Code:...................Telephone Number:..............................email Address:......................................

Grant Applied For:

New/First Time Repeat Application

Which of the following categories does your application fit into?

Sport Education Charitable

Please tick relevant box

Please tick relevant box

For New Grant Applications (All sections must be completed):

GroupIndividual



Student Application: Please provide the following details.

Name of School, College or University:
................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................
Course Title:........................................................Year:...........................................................................

Applications linked with Fund Raising: Give Charity Number and/or details of registered office
(if Applicable).
................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................

Amount Applied For: Starting Date:....................................................

Brief Statement of Aims and Objectives:
................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................

Applications: Please provide proposed budget and list individual items:
................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................
Please note that successful applicants will be required to submit a short report (300-500 words)
detailing the success of their studies/or project and the way in which the grant helped them during
the 12 months from the date of the award. This report may be published in the Old Wandsworthians
Memorial Trust Newsletter.

Signature:....................................................Date:.........................................................

Grants are awarded on a one-off or annual basis. All grants should be supported by relevant
papers (eg Course Registration Receipt)

Please return to:
Les Herbert, Woodlands, St Georges Hill, Lyme Regis, Dorset. DT7 3NT

L Herbert <lestina@sky.com>




